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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

Wel come to this Guide to studying Lukeds gospel
you will find this is so as you work through Luke. But studying the Bible is also a veoyséusiness,
since it is about discovering what the living God has to say to us.

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

Al | Bi ble study is valuabl e, but there are thr

particular, is specially important:

1. The gospels are the place where we come fatceface with Jesus of NazarethJesus Christ is the
person on whom Christianity centres and the person whom Christians love and worship, so he is the
person we want to get to know better. But the place where we discover thesigsis the gospels.

2. The gospels are the climaxo the whole Bible storyyThe Bi bl e is the accou
salvation, and the highlight and key to everything that God is doing is recorded in the gospels. All the
threads of Godds plan come together in Jesus.

way to see how all the parts of the Bible fit together, and so begin to understand the message of the
whole Bible.

3. Lukebs gospel wi || hel p us becomenmsgagelnaiert ai
preface (1:44) Luke tells us that he has carefully researched everything to do with Jesus, and that he
has set out to write a carefully structured account of how God has fulfilled His purposes. His intention
is to help Theophilus, his original reader, to become more certain of the truths of Christianity. By
studying Luke, we too can benefit from his work and grow in our confidence of what God has done
through Jesus.

Rat her than examining Lukeds t heabhdisoveriggttirem ot ur e
ourselves in the course of these studies. We have a thrilling task ahead of us!

AIM OF THIS STUDY GUIDE
This Guide has two main aims:

e The particular aim of this @Gueialdneessageluke expliditig | p u
said (1:3) that he was writing an orderly (i.e. watHuctured) account of Jesus, so we must try to
discover what his overall message is. If we look at the individual parts of Luke but do not discover
how they all fit together, then we may have learnt alotbut we 61 | have misse
gospel . I n fact, part of the adventure of stu
discovering why they are so important.

e The aim of all Bible study is that our lives should be transformed by what God is saying through
His Word. We are not just engaged in an academic exercise. Howewer, need t o apply
main messagesince this is what Luke was aiming to communicate. It will take us a few studies to
discover what this is, so the praetiégmplications of our studies will build up gradually, but this is no
bad thing. Realistically, we cannot absorb genuine applications frequently. If the whole of Luke leads
to two or three genuine, loAgsting changes in our lives, this is far better than one application a week
that is forgotten by the next week.

WHAT IS IN THIS STUDY GUIDE

This Guide divides the gospel of Luke up into nineteen studies. Because Luke is a long book, some of the

studies are quite | ong, bnutd tackleolonget padsages phant youarfight .

have been used to, and itdés exciting to work th
3



Introduction

overall argument. If possible, resist the temptation to study only a part of the passage, or to divide each
study wup further. It makes it hard to pick up Luk
he is saying or go through it too slowly.

Each of the studies in this Guide has various elements, designed to help us with different aspects of
studying a great book like Luke. These include:

e Summaries, Introductions and Conclusions.These play an important part in helping us to
understand Lukeds overall message (i .e. his O0Bi
passage we are studying and showing how they fit in with the rest of the gospel.

¢ Questions.These are the heart of the study, and they should give us a good grasp of the passage. Most
of the questions have two or three closely related parts. As a general rule the first onpastswelp
us discover what the passage says, and the following one or two parts are designed to help us think
through what we have discovered, so that we see the significance of what is being said. There are also
a few questions markeaptional These are usually somewhat harder and not absolutely essential, but
answering them will give us deeper insight into what God is saying in the passage.

¢ Notes, Tips and Articles.These offer explanations of difficult points, help us with handling the Bible
correctly, and examine various issues in more depth than is possible during the course of the study.

USING THIS STUDY GUIDE

This Guide is intended to be used both in group studies and by individuals, but whichever of these you are
planning on, the key to studying the Bibleinglividual study The best way to have really good group

Bible studies is for every member of the group to have worked through the passage beforehand. Group
sessions can then be times when you discuss the passage at a deeper level.

Individual Bible study does involve work, but it is the most effective way to hear the living God speak

through His Word, and discovering what God is saying is worth a bit of effort! This Guide has been
designed to help you make the most of your indivi
for when to do this study:

e Some people find it best to set aside an hour or so, once a week, to work through the entire study. If
this is for you, try to do it a couple of days before your group study, if you havemtiggt you have
a chance to digest what you have discovered.

e Ot her people find that they prefer fifteen minut
this is what suits you best, then a good way to study Luke is to do two or three questions from this
Guide each day of the week. This wild.l hel p you Kk
probably better than breaking up each passage into smaller sections.

Study the Bible whichever way suits you best, but remember: Satan wiikthardest to distract you so
that you donét feel |l i ke studying what God has sa
down to it, whatever you feel like doing instead!

SUGGESTIONS FOR PERSONAL STUDY

The Bi bl e i s Godos Wor d, and t herefore it deserv
intellectual ability we have. Here are some suggestions to help us do this.

e Pray that God will help you understand the passagesod wrote it and He will help us understand it
if we ask.

e Read the pasage through several timedefore you begin to look at any part of it. Use a good
modern translation, like the New International Version (NIV) or the Revised Standard Version (RSV).
Older versions like the Authorised Version (King James Version) can make Bible study more difficult
than it need be, while paraphrases like the Living Bible are not really accurate enough for serious
study. This Guide is based on the NIV, so you may find it more convenient to use this yourself.

e Answer the questions in the Guié thoughtfully. Good Bible study is not easy, but it can be quite
electrifying when we discover what the living God is saying. This Guide aims to help us do the sort of
serious study we need to do in order to get to the heart of Luke, but there is no substituh&ifay
With many of the questions in this Guide youoll
show you that there is more to the passage than you first thought. Do resist the temptation to stop
working on a question as soonyaml havean answer: the aim is to discovalt that the passage has to
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say about the subject. The object of these studies is not to answer the questions in the Guide, but tc
understand the Bible!

Keep looking at the text of the passagdt is theBiblet hat i s Godés Word, and
to be a help in understanding what Biele is saying. So use the questions and notes to help you get
into the Bible, rather than trying to answer them from what you already know.

Write down your answers This is an excellent way to help us think clearly and accurately about the
i ssue we are examining. Wedre al/l tempted to s
miss out on a lot that the Bible is saying if we do this.

Obey what God is saying When we have discovered what God is saying in His Word we must
change our thoughts and lives in response. If God has said something we cannot ignore it!

SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS

Leading a group Bible study is an important responsibility; here are some thtugbtp you as you try
to honour God by doing a good job. A good Bible study consists of:

1.
2.
3.

The leader understanding the Bible passage well
The leader helping the other members understand the passage well
Everyone responding obediently to what God is saying in His Word

Your work as leader is done in two parts:

Before the Study
There are four things you can do before the study to help it go well:

1.

Pray. Pray that God will help you understand the passage, that He will help others to understand it as
wel,tha t he di scussion wil/l be constructive and
study.

Understand the passage yourseliThe better you grasp what Luke is saying the better you will be
able to help others grasp it. But understanding the passage is not the same as having a lot of
information about it. This Guide is designed to help you understand the passage, so use it by working
through it fairly thoroughly. But you will need tihink about the passage; this is the only way to
discover whaithe Bible is saying. It will be a help if you can do your study a few days before the
group meets, so that you have time to 6digest o
Prepare the questions you are going to use to lead the discussi®he questions in this Guide are
designed to be used as theynesd amdembiuud goiut mpc
need to decide how long to spend on each topic. You may also find it useful to prepare supplementary
guestions to help the members of the group see what lies bbkigdiestions in this Guide, or to lead

up to the questions in this Guide. Sometimes you may find it a help to select some parts of the study to
focus on particularly, rather than doing the whole study in the same depth, but it is probably worth
covering everything that this Guide does, even if some parts are done relatively quickly.

Encourage others to prepare the passag®ne of the most important keys to making a group Bible
study go well is for everybody to have thought about the passage before theylfctray do this it

will revolutionise your group Bible studies by making the discussions Biared and lively. This

also makes your job as leader much easier, since all you have to do is chair a discussion of informed
people. So anything you can do to encourage the other members to prepare will be very worthwhile.

During the Study
Every Bible study group is different, but here are a few thoughts which might help yours:

Pray before you start studying ask God to help you understand what He wrote.

Read the passage This is essential if the members of your group have not prepared their study.
However, even i f they have prepared you may s
memory of what is in it.

Encourage discussionThis is thekeypart of your job in the study. Very often, the first answer given
to a question will not fully bring out all the issues, and it may even be wrong. Also, just because one
person has the right answer doesnodt predacedtheh a't
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right answer may not understand why it is righit may just have been a good guess. Your job is to
encourage discussion:

— in order to help everyone get to grips with the text in all its profoundness,
— in order to help everyone sesatthe right interpretation of it is, and
— in order to help everyone sesythis interpretation is right.

Questions that may help with this include: O6what o
get that from?2d6, 060X, &dmpl daihre hewty od gotu tagrtelea tw
e Ask questi ons, .dhearddfleading\a goodsiudyvsda gst others to see the answer
for themselves from the passage, rather than tel
worry if there is silence; people need to think about how to answer. If the silence goes on for too long,
dondét answer your own question, rephrase your Q!
people a hint.

e Avoid red herrings. It is veryeasy to get distractdfddr om t he main study. At t h

can appear interesting or valuable, but they almost always lead you away from examining what God

has said in the passage you are studying. Stick to the passage you are studying unless the Guide gives

a crossreference, and even then remember that you are studying Luke, not theeteomsce!
Suggest that discussions that are Oifretthestedgt i ngo,
is over.

¢ Respond to what God is saying in His Word by prayingbout what it says If we have discovered
more about what God has revealed, then we should thank Him for speaking to us, thank Him for what
we have discovered and pray through the implications it will have for us. Some groups combine their
Bible studies with times of prayer for more general issues and with times of singing. If your group is
one of these, then the best time to do thesdtés the study, since all prayer and worship should be a
responsdo God and what He has revealed of Himself.



STUDY 1

LUKE 1:1-80  jESUSGARRIVAL ANNOUNCED

THE STORY SO FAR

It may seem a bit odd to begin our studies in Luke by looking at whaalteesdy happened, but the
beginning of Lukeds gospel is not the beginnin
Testament is the beginning of this story, and the events Luke tells us about in his gospetlmnexioé

what God is doing. So, in order to understand what Luke is saying, we need to know a little about what
God has already said and done.

Luke pidks up two major Old Testament themes in his first chapter:

e God made promises to Israel about what He would do in the futureThese promises were made
over a period of about fifteen hundred years and, by the time Luke begins, they have become deeply
ingrained in Israeldés thinking. We wil/| |l ook a

e God promised, in particular, to rescue His peopleWhen Luke begins his story, Israel has been
under the rule of foreign nations almost continuously, for over sndied years. Not surprisingly,
therefore, Israel is longing for God to fulfil His promise and rescue her from her current oppressor, the

Roman empire. But are Gododés promises to |Israe
have something even greater in mind? One of
understand what Goddés rescue is really about.

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

In this chapter we see God doing two main things:

1. He brings about the births of John the Baptist and Jesushus Luke begins his account at the very
beginning of the events concerning Jesus, even before his conception.

2. He explains why John the Baptist and Jesus will be importantGod 6és expl anati o
importance (given through Gabriel, Mary and Zechariah) is expressed in terms of His great Old
Testament promisésa f act which Lukeds original readers
need to take note of the references to the Old Testament in order to understand the significance of
what is happening.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

An Overview of the Passage

Letdbs begin this study by4d)l.oolkhienng weetd | U u keest sa bil nits
the rest of the chapter. Question (2) wild.l gi ve
daunted by how much reading is involved in it.

1. In 1:1-4, what sort of account does Luke say he is writing? How should this influence the way we
study what he says?
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2. What are the four or five main events recorded in-808 In what wayssi God intervening
supernaturally in these events?

Focus on ... what God says He is doing (1:68-79)

God explains the significance of John the Baptist and of Jesus ir5h:50id 1:687 9 . Letbds disc
what God says He is doing by looking at the second of these passages.

3. According to 1:687 5, what are the two main

t s God i
6rescued all express the same idea.)

hing
Why are the

4. What do 1:6875 say God is rescuing His peofilem? What do they say@His rescuing therfor?

5. According to 1:687 5 , how | arge a part does Orescued pl ay
How important is the concept of being rescued in your understanding of the gospel?

6. According to 1:6875, which Old Testament promises will God fulfil as He rescues His people?
[Optionat Why is it important that God has begun to fulfil these promises?] (S&upEementary
noteon p9 andMore about ... Old Testament promisgspllf or detai |l s about God?é:
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Supplementary note: Why does Zechariah refer to Abraham, David and the holy prophets in 1:69-73?

The Old Testament contains many promises from God, but most of the promises were given to or through four
individuals or groups who lived &3 crucial times/  in

e God made promises to Abraham(e.g. Genesis 12:1). Abraham (or Abram, as he was originally called) yas
the father of the whole nation of Israel, and the promSed made to him when He called him are the
foundation on which the rest of the Bible is built.

e God made promises to Israel through Mosege.g. Deuteronomy 28). These promises were made whern God
was rescuing Israel from slavery in Egypt and giving her the land of Canaan to live in, and they are crucial to
understanding what subsequently happens to Israel.

e God made promises to Davide.g. 2 Samuel 7:11b 6 ) . David was | srael ds great
made to him were the basis of | sraelds monar ch)y

e God made many promises to Israel through the prophets around the time of the exile.g. Isaiah 9:Z). The
exile was the end of Israel as an independent nation and the beginning of the six hundred years whep she wa:
ruled by her enemies. However, even as she was being conquered, God was making promises to her.

SeeMore about ... Old Testament promisespl1 for details about theontentof these promises.

Questions 3 6 introduce important ideas that Luke will develop at length irreékeof his gospel.

Focus on ... what John and Jesus will do

God intends to work through John and Jesus in order to fulfil His promises concerning the rescue of His
people, as we have seen. Letbébs now |l ook more cl

7. What does this chapter say that John will do (see-171376)? How should this influence our
understanding of Johnds ministry?

At the very end of the Old Testament God promised that before He came in person He would send anothe
prophet to Israel (Malahi 3:1). John has been sent to fulfil this prediction.

8. John is important, but Jesus is far more important. What does33;317 say about who Jesus will
be and what he will doOptionat What i s the significance of t
throne of his father Baodbautd. JdTestathgnpfomie¥pdl may
helpful.)

Supplementary note: Why is Zechariah struck dumb for querying the angel (1:18-20) but Mary is not
(1:34-38)?

It is interesing to note how people respond differently to what God is doing in the events recorded in this passage.

Despite her guestion, Maryb6s response is one of bel
profound joy (1:4649). Zechariah, however, questions the angel because he does not believe that what has|been saic
could happen (1:20) and so he is struck dumb. But ,

accepted what the angel has said, and he regains his speech (codari¢hll:6264).
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Understanding Jesus and what he came to do i s one
at length; here he is laying the foundations for a right understanding of Jesus.

Closing Headlines
Letds conclude our study by drawing its various pa

9. What are the two main points that Luke makes in80% (Answering this well is challenging but
rewarding.)

Passages like this one will probably not lead to instant changes in the way we live, Bibl¢rsays that
the key to a changed life is actually a changeidd (Romans 12:2), and this chapteanchange our
thinking!

10. What is the main thing you have learnt from this chapter? How will this change your understanding
of God and what He is doing?

Tip on Bible study (#1): The value of everyone studying the passage before the group discussion.

God Himself has spoken through the Bible, so it is essential for Christians to understand the Bible and alsoj|to live in
the light of it. Studying a paage in a group is a good way to discover more about the Bible, but sometimes it can
degenerate into a time when we share our ignorance. The way to avoid this is for all the members of thg group to
spend some time in the week before the study working through the passage on their own. Then when you| meet you
can share your insights, and discuss remaining problems at a deeper level. God wrote the Bible to be undefstood, but
not without hard work!

This sort of personal study of the passage is a great prattagyiBible study group, where it will transform yqur

group discussions, but it is particularly important in our studies in Luke where the passages we will be stuglying are
often very long. These notes have been written to help you in your private study as well as in your group studies.
Here are three tips for your personal study:

e As you study the passage, pray and ask God to help you understandhte wrote it and, if we ask, He will
help us to understand what it says.

¢ Give yourself enough time Getting toknow what God is saying in His word takes time, but it is worth it! If you
find it hard to spend a long time on a passage if it is hard to find a long timé try spending a shorter tim
more often. One possibility is to prepare these Luke studies a bit each day in your personal times with God.

e Focus on the Bible passage, not on these study not€kkse notes are designed to help you study the Bible, but
it is easy to slip into the trap of just answering the questions in these notes without thinkinthahext itself.

[}
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CONCLUSION

Lukeds objective i n wr iotganiseg and ieleablegaoceuptefl the iifes of esus, g i
one in which his readers may expect to find the key issues being emphasised and in which all the parts fit
together logically.

He begins by telling us of the events surround
speaking directly to Israel, after a gap of about four hundred years. Two truths dominate what He says:

e God is about to rescue His people frontheir enemies,not simply for their own benefit but in order
that they may serve God in holiness and righteousness. This rescue is the heart of what God is going tc
do, and we need to focus on it if we want to understand what Jesus has come to do.

e This rescue will be the fulfilment of the great promises God made in the Old Testament,
especially those He made to Abraham and David. In this chapter Luke alludes only briefly to the
content of these promises, but this is because they are so important in frest@luent that he takes
it for granted that his readers will know something about them.

Luke will develop both these truths at length in the rest of his gospel.

But God does not onlgpeak He has already begun &zt through the miraculous conception of two
babies:

e Jesus will b eHisGond thesoneMreasigh iwlaom God will rescue His people and fulfil
all His promises.
e John wi || be Godod sHepsrbormfirss, betausa e hasebean sent.to prepare the

way for Jesus.

MORE ABOUT ... OLD TESTAMENT PROMISES

The Ol d Testament opens with an account of Godbés cr
(Genesis 13). This rebellion led to God and humans becoming enemies and creation being cursed. Suffering,
hardship, death and evil spread thr ougHhld 6:67). The 8blevor | d
is the story of how God solves the problem of the Fall,tatde Ol d Test ament promi ses a
He will do as He rescues human beingsrirthe consequences of their rebellion.

What is the content of the Old Testament promises?

God does not reveal all at once the full scope of what He will do. He gradually unveils His plans, and in this process
four sets of promises are particularly important (see fig.183) p.

1. The promises to Abraham

The story of Israel begins with God promising Abraham that He will undo some of the main effects of the Fall, for
and through his descendants (e.g. Genesis4217:18). The four mainelment s of Godo&és pr omi
are:

¢ Aland to enjoy for ever (to compensate for the loss of Eden),
o Blessedness and being a blessing to oth€rs compensate for the curse which resulted from the Fall),
o A relationship with God (to compensate for the enmity with God which lay at the heart of the curse)

e Nationhood (in Hebrew thought this implied people living together in harmony, to compensate for the strife
which the Fall had caused).

This promise is the turningoi nt of the whol e moafn kGondla s Tdealgihn gtsh ewiwt
used, the implication is that God is promistogescue humankind from the consequences of the Fall

2. The promises to Israel through Moses

When God rescues Israel from slavery in Egypt, He makes promises to her which build on the promises made to
Abraham. The main elements of the promise to Abraham are restated and efilf@an@eémple the land will be a
wonder f ul one O0fl owi ng wi-17)hSont appdars that God s eroneising IsrdeEtxabsd u s
will enjoy being rescued from the effects of the Fall.

11
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However, the promises through Moses eoaditional upon the people of Israel keeping the Law that God gives
them.If they are not obedient they will not enjoy the fulfilment of the promiisdact they will reexperiencd in
miniature, but still excruciatingly the penalties of the Fall (e.g. Deuteronomy 28).

3. The promises to David

King David was a great military leader who saved Israel from her enemies. God made unconditional promises to him
which further elaborate what He will do when He rescues humanity from the consequences of the Fall
(2 Samuel 7:417):

e God wil|l rul e His peopl did GodwilirglhHispeople atdraverdeitha rebelfioar e v er
of the Fall through one of Davidodés descendants.

e One of Daviddéds descendant $iewendble Gdd toilivedvithaHis peopleuandesdé f or
reverse the fact that, at the Fall, God expelled human beings from His presence.

4. The promises to Israel through the prophets at time of the exile

Israel split into two in the tenth century BC, and both parts were conquered and theiladrthern part (Israel) in
721 BC and the southern part (Judah) in 587 BC. God sent many prophets to both parts of Israel around the time of
the exile to warn her of what would happen and also to give her promises of hope. These promises are:

e The exile will not last forever.God will rescue Israel from her enemies.

e When Israel is rescued she will enjoy the promises made to Abraham and Davidut these promises are
restated and become indescribably wonderful. For example, the promised land is a transformed land like no other
l and on earth, full of peace and prosperity and joy.
where the worst bit is as good as the garden of Eden! (e.g. Isaial3,53511725). It is clear that God is no
longer referring to Canaan (if, in fact, He ever was), but this idea is not developed further in the Old Testament.

e When Israel is rescued she will be db to obey God and so not be judged agaitsrael will therefore enjoy
the promised blessindsrever, because God wil/l write His |-#2dws on His |

When will these Old Testament promises be fulfilled?

Israel did not, before the exile, enjoy the great blessings God had promised Abraham, Moses and David. In some

ways it might appear that she did, but she seldom had peace and prospardynever of the sort God had
originally promised. The ringsavasthat sketdie notlabal the aonditionbGodhadd Go d 6
laid down in His promise to Moses (e.g. Judges23) . The exile itseltf is the wul ti
original promises had not been fulfilled, because God had promised Abraham that his descendants would possess the
landforever(Genesis 17:8).

The exile (at least of the southern kingdom, Judah) appeared to end in 538 BC, but the promised sl s$ithgs

not materialise! For example, Israel remained under the rule of her erefinigisthe Persians, then the Greeks and

finally the Romang for almost all of the five hundred years between the apparent end of the exile and the beginning

of Luke. For al most al/l this time | srael had no king of
l ine that God had promised David. The Jews, however, re
end to the exile and fulfil His promises.

So, as Luke opens all these Old Testament promises are still awaiting their fulfilherdews understood that the
promised king from Davidodés |ine was the key: when he ¢ca
why they were so eagerly awaiting the promised Davidic king (usually referred to as Messiah or Christ). In Luke 1

God is revealing thatesus is the Messiah through whom the promises will be fulfledve study Luke we will see

how.

12
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ISRAEL

exiled (721 BC)

Creation and Fall

evil and suffering spread throughout the world

God intervenes and calls Abraham [promises to Abraham c. 1800 BC]
Israel enslaved in Egypt

God rescues Israel (exodus) [promises via Moses c. 1280 BC]
Israel gradually occupies Canaan

Israel becomes a kingdom [promises to David c. 990 BC]

Israel splits into two (922 BC) JUDAH

exiled (587 BC)

[promises via prophets 750 BE00 BC]
in Babylon

6returnedod6 from exil e

promises await fulfilment

Jesus arrives beginning of fulfilment

(538

Fig.1d Goddés promises in relation t
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STUDY 2
LUKE 2:1-3:20  JESUSOBIRTH

THE STORY SO FAR

In Chapter 1 Luke begins his account of Jesus at the point where God starts to reveal Himself and to work

after a gap of about four hundred years. The three main things we saw were:

1. God revealed that two women would miraculously conceiv&his duly occurred.

2. God revealed that the two individuals to be born would be the people through whom He
accomplishes His purpose€One would be the longwaited Messiah and the Son of God (1333,
the other (John the Baptist) would be a messenger preparing the way for him (1:17,76).

3. These events mark the beginning of Godo6s ful fil me
Messiah from the line of David(1:69-75). This promise is the subject of the whole of the Old
Testament and the foundation on which the New Testament is built.

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

This passage covers the period tfor orme vleeaslu stdi nbsierltfh
chosen Messiah. As yet Jesus has not started his work, but God is busy preparing the ground for His Son.

We wi | | see Him do this particularly in the perioa
Jesus begins his own ministry. The passage divides into two:
e 2152 tells us about several incidents from Jesus?®6

A

e 3120 tells us about John the Baptistds ministry.

It will help us to get to the heart of what Luke is saying, however, if we divideeimain body of our
study in a slightly different manner. We will look at two m#iemespamely:

1.Godbs revelation of what Jesus has come to do.
2Johnés ministry of preparing the way for Jesus.

As he records the beginning of Jesusd6 I|ife, Luke
historical context (2:1, 3:2). Christianity depends upon the historical truths about Jesus, and so Luke
wants us to understand and be certain of them.N®ee about ..Luke the historiamn pl18for details.)

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY
An Overview of the Passage

1. This passage spans about thirty years, but Luke focuses on only four periods within this: what are
they? In which of these periot@isand in what way$ do we see God intervening supernaturally?
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2. In this passage we see God intervening supernaturally in various ways, but there are two features
which occur in all of them: what are they? What do these teach us about what God is seeking to do
here?

Focus on ... Go dvbatJesus lvas tometodon o f

3. What, according to this passage, are the two main things Jesus will do? (You will need to note all that

4.

is said about what Jesus will do, then divide these things into their two natural groups. See
particularly 2:3034,38, 3:1617. Use theSupplementary notem pl5and below for help with 2:34

and 3:16, and note that 6wi nnowingbé and o6fir e
know that Jesus will do both these things?

In this passagayhom does God use to declare what Jesus will do? Why does He keep telling us what
Jesus will do? (Compare what people at the time would $esmvith what Jesuwvill do.)

Supplementary note: What does John mean by saying that Jesus will baptise with the Holy Spirit (3:16)?

When John says that Jesus will/l 0 b agaveilnsaet, thisi is what tukge H o |
usually means in his gospel when he refers to peopl
exception is when he refers to Jesus receiving the Spirit). There are three pieces of evidence to support this

interpretation:
1.

2.

3.

The New Testament normally uses the idea of receiving the Holy Spirit as another way of referring fo being
saved possibly since receiving the Spirit is such a crucial part of being saved, e.g. Romans 8:9, Ephesians 1:13.
When the Old Testament looks forward to the Holy Spirit being poured out on all people it is in the coptext of
salvationfrom final judgement (Joel 2:282).
Thefact that Lukebs gospel, in particul ar, uses |t he
Holy Spiritd in thi sontextésYhus;ia 3t17 Boén issckearytalking about daltaton gnd

judgement, and this appears to be an el aboratipn of

Holy Spiritd must refer to being saved.

Supplementary note: What is meant by &édestined to caué%@?ttpe f a

15



Luke 2:23:20

Si meono6s woarkdbte praphexy odhow #sos and the Jews will relate to each other, as we will see in our
study of Luke:

e Jesus will o6be a si gniike. hewill beaopposephy namlewsgai nst o 2:34¢c)

e 6The thoughts of many hiegaret.s tvhiel IJebves rtevi enakl eod 6| t(h2e:nBs5ed
their response to Jesus will reveal what their attitude to God really is!

e Jesus will o6cause the f al |l iing beeanse ofthéiropposgiondoflesmsanany i n |
Jews wil be judged by God, but others, who accept him, will be saved.

e Mary will find that 6éa s woirsiceudesus himspliwdl beckiled.y o u r bwn soul

5. How does the fact that Jesus is the one who save

does the fact that he is the one who will judge all people affect your approach to him?

Jesus is the key to Christianity. In order to become a Christian we need to understand (at least to some
extent) who Jesus is and what he has come tarttbin order to grow as a Christian we need to grow in

our wunderstanding of Jesus6 person and wor k. Thi s
helping Theophilus understand this theme.

Focus on ... how John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus (3:1-18)

God appointed John the Baptist to prepi(ndeukd sr ael
3:4-6) , Luke implies that John is the pr eghysdhised O6voi
is confirmed dDyorn ukelrrd £ mpesasdage. As we | ook at wh

6. What are the three most important points John is making #4827

7. What danger is John warning the Jews about ifl827 What are the three reasons John gives in 3:8
9 as to why they needtobewarredes pi te the fact that they are J
people?

We will look at what it means faisto repent when Jesus himself speaks about the subject later in Luke.
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Supplementary note: The difficulty of understanding Jesus (2:41-52)

Despite all Godds revelation, even his parents,
who Jesus i s. One of the main reasons for Lukedfd
us this (2:50). This struggle of those ar ou-a%8:2b,
9:45).

If even those who were closest to him when he walked on earth wrestled to understand him, then so
However, the effort will bavell worthwhile, and one of the thrills of studying Luke is to be amazed at the real

as we begin to understand him better.

8. [OptionakHow does Johnds message prepare the w

9. How should the fact that Godo6s judgement i

Tip on Bible study (#2): The importance of looking at the major points in a passage

When we study a passage in the Bible we need to look at the main points being\imawle biblical author like

wh o
i nc
m t c

will we.
Jesus

ay f

S C

Luke writes, he has crucial piecekinformation and ideas he wants to communicate. As we read his gospel it is

these features we are trying to grasp. Luke also give us a lot of detiaihis detail is intended to help us

to

understand his main pointslowever, as we study books like Luke we are often tempted to concentrate on the detail,
sometimes because we find it manageable, and sometimes because we find it fascinating. But when we (o this we

can easily get so engrossed in it that we miss the main points Luke is trying to cdteveyodit competent author
Luke does not convey his main points in obscure corners of his text!

Spotting the main issues an author is writing about is one of the keys to good Bible study, and we will ¢
learn how to do this better as we work our way through Luke. One useful tool is to ask ourselves the ginsg

SY

radually
tion:

did Luke include this incidenPor exampl e, in Lukebds ac@HhuntL oleds maeio

we should see theontent of the prophecirhe content is the climax tbis incident and the content is the means
which God is testifying to who this infantiiswhich is the thrust of the whole section from 2:8 to 2:38. Luke is

by
not

particularly interested in the details of how old Simeon was or how Simeon recognises Jesus or the fact that Simeon

held Jesus in his arnisso we should not be either.

Once we have spotted the main points of a passage there are two things we must do:

1. We must focus our attention on these main pointslf these are the major issues that Luke watot$

communicate we need to see what he is saying about them and through them.
2. We must look to the main points for our applicationsOur object in studying the Bible is to obey what it sg

ys.

However, our aim must be to obey the major points its authors are making, rather than the incidental details

which they only included in order to support, and to add colour to, their primary concerns.

Closing Headlines
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10. What are the two main points this passage is making?

11.What is the main thing you have laafrom this passage? How will this change your thinking?

CONCLUSION
Jesus, the Son of God, has come into this world to be the greatav@iigd Messiah who will save
Godbés peopl e, but he is also the one through whorm

This passage does not need to spell out how he can fulfil both these functions since God has spent almost
two thousand years setting the scene for Jesus (i.e. in the Old Testament), and He has already said that a
day will come when the ieked will be judged and the righteous saved.

All this, however, still lies in the future, and in this passage we see Jesus only as a helpless human infant
or a young boy. Because appearances are so deceptive, God is gireyp@iking the wayfor him by
revealing who Jesus through angels, and people like Simeon, Anna and John.

John the Baptist is the person God has particular
this passage we see him doing thistby e ac hi ng . G@&Go @ $ stveameansdHe uses to deal

with humankind, but Johnds message is very uncomfc
descent from Abraham, they are not living lives pleasing to God and they appear unaware of the fact that
Goddés judgement will affect them. But the person
arrive, and in order to escape from his wrath John

for Jesus since those who listen will be on the Jookfor their Mesiah, and will also be aware that they

are sinners who are in danger of being judged. But, as we will see latetokeirit is precisely those

who know their need to be rescieéa nd s o who r el iywhowill findehatlhe id alsma r c y
saviour!

MORE ABOUT ... LUKE THE HISTORIAN

Luke, more than any other New Testament author, is consciously and explicitly seeking to write history. Thus in his
preface he says that he is writing an O6acc bypyantdiedt ( 1: 1) ,
historians to describe their writings. His interest in history may also be seen, for example, in the unique care he takes

in locating Jesus in his historical context (e.g-2,B:1-2). It will help us to understand what he is saying if we look

at why he is so interested in history, how good an historian he is and how he goes about his task.

18
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Why does he write about history?

Jesus and the events surrounding his birth, life, death and resurrection are objective, historical events. Christianity is
far more than moral teaching, a way of life or even an experience oflGedhe truth about how the almighty,

creator God intervened in human histdrnand the consequences ofTihe heart of His intervention in history was

His sending of His Son Jesus to rescue humankind, and He will intervene once more on a grand scale when His Sor
comes a second time to bring human history to an end and to create new heavens and a new earth.

But the reality of our rescue aumredependon the érst tominghaof Jesuo f ¢
and the events surrounding it beiolgjectively, historically truelf they are not, then we have not been saved, and
there is no hope for the future (cf. 1 Corinthians 1894 This is why, when he wants to assure Theophilus of the

truth of Christianity, Luke writes about the historical events that are its heart.

How good an historian is Luke?

Luke is an ancient historian, using the standards and methods of ancient history, which differ from those of modern
histoly. Nonetheless, good ancient historians knew the importance of truth and accuracy. Shortly after Luke, the
second century Greek writer Lucian of Samosata wrote, in a work erdidedo Write History 6t he hi st or i

task is to tell the tale as it happenedd and Ot his

madeo.

Luke seems well aware of this priority and in his preface-41)1 stresses his use of Oey
has O0carefully gdhvaestdi pasedlesverytfloirn accuracy (i mpl
which can also be translated dbdaccurated). He did not
as the apostle Paul dés travelling companion, he was ¢

second volume, Acts. He also knew many of those who were involved from the beginning and is thus well placed to
examine scrupulously everything that happened.

I n general, mo d er n renakabla accuracy.cThenefare ra fiew pldces kvieefe st is not currently
clear how Lukeds account fits i n with what we know
sufficient information. It is worth remembering the eminent archaeologist Sir William Ramsay who worked earlier
this century. Ramsay began by believing that Luke was an historian of dubious value, but after conducting his
research he concluded that Luke was O6a historian of

What is Lukebs met htody?as a writer of his

Modern historians clearly state the significance of the events they record and offer interpretations and judgements
about them. Ancient historians such as Luke, however, often do not do this so explicitly. We find this confusing and

frustrating and, as a result, often give up on trying to understand the significance of what he has retcooded

great loss. However, Luke has in fact given us a lot of help in understanding the implications of what he wrote; he

has just done it in a different way frothat of a modern author.

There are two features of Lukebs historical met hod w

events he is recording:

1. He has carefully selected his material to focus on what he considers cruciall historians have to select their
material in order to focus attention on the main points and to avoid being swamped by detail, and Luke is no
exception. It is virtually certain that he had far more information about Jesus than he included and that what we
have n his gospel is the result of careful selection.

2. He has carefully arranged his material to make his pointsThus he often records incidents (or teaching)-side
by-side where he means us to use them to comment on each other. Incidents in close proximity to each other may
show the development of an idea, or we may be expected to draw lessons from the differences between them.

An example of this second point is in Chapter 1, where Zechariah and Mary are both visited by angels promising
them the miraculous conggon of sons. Both question the angel, but Zechariah does so out of unbelief (1:20) and is
struck dumb until he shows by his actions that he accepted what the angel sa&g#j11@ary, on the other hand, is

said to have believed, despite her questioning (1:45). From this we may deduce what is involved in responding
rightly to God. Unbelief will not stop God doing His will (Zechariah had a son despite his unbelief), but it may have
serious repercussions on the person who does not believe. But belietogsan accepting everything that is said
without question, even if what is said is said by angels! The Bible makes it clear that there are false prophets
(Jeremiah 23:3@2), counterfeit miracles, sighs and wonders (2 ThessaloniarK0P:@nd false teaching which

must be rejected even if it is taught by angels (Galatians 1:8). It is as wrong to accept what is not from God as it is to
doubt what does come from God. So, if we are to discern what is right and what is wrong, we must be able to
guestion and leeck what purports to come from God. The placing of these two storiebysilde teaches us that

what matters is not questioning, even questioning angels, but the attitude behind it.

In writing in this style Luke is adopting the same method as ancient historians like Thucydides. It means that the
reader is expected to do more of the work, seeing connections and drawing conclusions. Studying Luke therefore
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involves more than just reading the text; it involves thinking about it. We must constantly adkesugsestions

l'i ke 6Why is Luke including this incident?6 and O6How s
light of the incidents and teaching surrounding iit?6 )
seriously about what Jesus is doing and sayimpich is a good thing! Most of us find this approach difficult, but it

is hoped that these notes will be of help.
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STUDY 3
LUKE 3:21-4:30  JESUSOMINISTRY IN OUTLINE

THE STORY SO FAR

Lukeds f i r sextenusafiorn t:5 te 220.tAll wersee of Jesus in this section is his birth and a

little about his childhood, dSGodacwerkprepdatingdhe wagor i ma r

Jesus. We have seen:

1. God miraculously producnghe conception of both Jesus and J
1:1517).

2.God testifying that Jesus i s t h3),tBeaMessiahumhowilh o w
rule them (2:11) and the Judge who will divide humanity into those being saved and those being
destroyed (3:14.7).

3. God using John the Baptist (as He said He would-17)30 warn the Jews that they are in imminent
danger of experiencing Godobés-1&rath, and that t

The events of Luke 1, however, ar e ihetwhole bféghe b e g i
Old Testament is preparing the way for Jessis Luke has shown us that Jesus is the-tmagited
Messiah through whom God will fulfil the great promises He made to Abraham and David/8):69

Even John the Bagit 6 s mi ni stry of preparing |srael t o r e
(1:17, 3:46).

INTRODUCTION TO THIS STUDY

Jesus now arrives on the scene to begin the task he has come for. This passage gives us a summary
what Jesus has come to do, and its key points will be developed later inTlhéte are three main
subsections:

e 3:21-4:13 introduces us to Jesus the Son of Gotuke shows us some of the significance of that
title and what it implies Jesus has come to do.

e 41421 <cont ai msumiansa what hehas come to do4:1819 is often referred to as
Jesusd6 O6mani festod in which he I ays down his p

e 4:22-30 gives us a good example of how Jesus and his feloountrymen relate.

We will need to keep an eye on the Old Testament allusions in order to understand what Luke is saying.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

An Overview of the Passage
1. What are the main events in this passage?
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Focus on ... 3:21-4:13 (Jesus the Son of God)

2. What are the four thingse are told about Jesus in 3:22pfionat If this is what Jesus is like, why
does he need to be baptised in 3:217]

The nature of Jesusd sonship is the main theme in
Godbés son too (3:38), and the geneal ogy tells tha
descended from Adam. So the point of this subsectioncenteastAd a més sonshi p with J

will see.

3. In 4:1-13, how is Jesus tempted? What are the two feathat¢sharacterise how Jesus responds to
each of the temptations? (One has to do with whaalge the other with what hdoes) How does
this differ from Adam and Eveds response when th

4. Wha't does Jesusd r espon satditude o Go@eMi. Thistquestion widlh ow a b

require some thought, and to see what 4:4 tells
guotation by | ooking up Deuteronomy ®&damhand How d«
Eveds in-68Benesis 3:5

5. Summarising what we have seen so far, what does8B1&ltell us about whatorto f 6 Son of Go
Jesus is?
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Focus on ... 4:14-21 (what Jesus says he has come to do)

6.

From 4:1821, list all the things Jesus said he came to do. In the light of the fact that Jesus has just
won a battle over the devil , what do i deas I
captivesd Beppenentafydaen p28)h e

a) In 4:1819 Jesus quotes from Isaiah 61. What is the passage in Isaiah talking about? (Isaiah is
writing about one of the least understdodut most important parts of Old Testament history, so

you may need th8upplementary notéglow, to answer this.) What, therefore, is Jesus saying he has
come to do?

b) Why is fulfilling Isaiah 61 (as we have now understood it) an important thing for Jesus to do?
How should this influence the way we look at everything Jesus does in the gospel?

Supplementary note: What is the significance of the fact that Jesus quotes from Isaiah (4:18-19)?

Thequotein4:189 is from | saiah 61 and, i n iotrescuelsrdelfroombel c o
exile in Babylorin 587 BC. By saying that he has come to fulfil it (4:21), Jesus is saying that he has come tp rescue
Godds people from their exile. I n a sense |srael ret

what would happen when He rescued iek sheref@d, undesstaral that he f u
exile has not really come to an end, regardless of what happened in 538 BC, and they are waiting for Gof to fulfil

His promises (seBlore about... Old Testamenpromisesn Study 1, pl1).

But if Jesus has come to rescue Israel from the exile, does this mean that what he is doing is just for the Jews and i:
not relevant for us? No, exactly the opposite is the case, betadose exi |l e i s actual |y a

humanki ndés Fal Ithegandeén oéEdenlatutre beginnindg of bisegyeMore about... the contrast

between Jesus and Adap26) . So, when Jesus says that he has |[come

he is actually saying is thae has come to rescue people from the Fall.

As

a resul t of the Fall we are under Satanods domi nat

Satands rule. But this is exact Fginthdocentestofrhe test shgpen we
4 (as we see in question 6)! The Scriptures are a bit like a jigsaw puzzle or crossword puzzle: the right intefpretation

of a passage will fit regardless of which angle we look at it from.

Supplementary note: Who are the 6époor 6-199nd béoppressedd (4:18
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Some Christians think -1t% atth alte shuess 6hasd acementdt o np
proclaim freedom for the prisoners?o, et c. refer
financially poor or literly held as prisoners by oppressive regimes, etc. It is more likely that Jesus is referrin
humankind, oppressed and made spiritually goyoBatan There are three reasons for this:

1. The context, both in Luke and Isaiah, where the quotation comes from, implies that the people in que

those who are victims of the Fall and oppressed by Satan (s&uppéementary noten the quotation from

Isaiah).

If 4:18-19 refers to those who are literally poor and blind, then it contradicts the rest efvhdre many
financially rich people accept Jesus (as we will see, e.g. in 8:3). Similarly, #19:18fers to those who al
literally prisoners, then it contradicts the fact that John the Baptist is a prisoner, but Jesus does not free |
I n the Old Testament, words | ike O6poord are of
generally (e.g. Psalm 40: 17 where the context,
So Jesus has come for all humankind, butthisdoes mean t hat everyone wil!/l
Only those who realise that they are poor and in captivity will accept what Jesus is offering. Jesus will not

3.

Mde d8h
s to
g to all

g

on

stion are

G
im.

ten use
e. g. v 1
benefi

force his

good news on those who do not think they need it. This will become clearer later on in Luke.

Supplementary note: Does the devil have the right to give this world to whomever he wills (4:5-6)?

In 4:5-6 the devil says that he has the right to give the kingdoms of the world to whom he wills, because they have

been given to Im. This might be a surprising claim, but Jesus does not dispute it, and it is consistent with what the

rest of the Bible teaches (e.g. 1 John 5:19, and the titles given to the devil in John 14:30 and Ephesians 2:2). As a
result of humankindés rebellion this world has een hai
from hi m. Godds purpose is now the creation of new heav

Focus on ... 4:22-30 (relations between Jesus and his compatriots)

In 4:18-19 Jesus stops quoting from Isaiah just before the point where Isaiah mentions judgement. Some
people think this is because Jesus is emphasising his role in salvation. But salvation and judgement

cannot be divorced: those who wil!l not30kegistopt Jest
look at this.
8. In 4:23 Jesus verbalises what his original hearers are thinking, namely that they want him to

demonstrate to them the miracles that hed perfor
imply is wrong with their desire? In 4:220, how does their behaviour show that Jesus is right in his
analysis of them?

In 4:2526 Jesus is referring to 1 Kings 178, where God sent Elijah to feed, miraculously, a
widow and her son during a great famine in Israel. But these two were not Israelites, although the
famine affected all alike. So what point is Jesus making in Luke-2625Why are his original
hearers so upset by this?

Tip on Bible study (#3): The crucial role played by the context of a passage

In order to understand a passage in the Bible correctly we need to read @tdntést Sometimes this is obvious:

for example the second |line of Psalm 14:1, take on
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is what the fool believes! Usually the need to read every part in its context is far less obvious than this, but the

context is always essential if we want to discover what the Bible is really saying.

There are three types of context that we may ne&kaccount of:
1. The verse or two just before or after the one we are studyind his is the easiest type of context to use, byt it

is still sometimes neglected, and the example of Psalm 14:1 shows us the danger of ignoring the immediate

context.

2. The larger section of a chapter or so around the passage we are looking Ate use this context automatically
when we read most other books, but we often ignore it when reading the Bible. This is partly because we tend
read only very small portions of the Bibleatime. However, this context is vital: for example, it transforms| our
understanding of the temptation of Jesus-#:2) i f we read Lukeds a38adwant
have seen. Studying large portions of Luke will help us to keep this type of context in mind.

3. For a New Testament passage we need to use the Old Testament as confBxis is the hardest type of
context to use, but it is essential because the New Testament authors knew their Old Testament and assumed
their readers didsawell. However, the original authors usually make their references to the Old Testament fairly
cleari either by using events that are very well known (like Adam and Eve) or by explicitly quoting frgm the

to

0

thi

Old Testament. The temptation of Jesus8:2) and Je s us 619) @mmaplify thesestypesf Qld4 : 1 8
Testament allusion and also show us the value f us

Closing Headlines
10. What are the main points Luke is making in this passage?

11.Which of L u iksehassmosh striuck yop?oHow will it change your thinking and the way
you live?

CONCLUSION
As Jesus begins his ministry, we get a summary of what he has comé andalso of how Jesus and
his fellow-Jews will get on. Three main ideas dominate the passage:

e Jesus shows us what sort of Son of God he 3od affirms that Jesus is His Son at his baptism, but
he is a strikingly different sort of son fro
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Adam, is tempted by the devil, but Jesaskte s Godobés word seriously and
Adam. He shows by his trust in God, worship of God and humility before God that he will treat God
as God. In other worddgesus is the true Son of God, in contrast to Adam

e Jesus summarises what he has come to do by stating that he has come to rescue humankind from
the Fall, i . e. from the consequences of Adamdéds fail ul
Adam succumbed to temptatiarausedall the problems that currently afflict the humeace. By
contrast, Jesus has comaéscueh u manki nd from the results of Adam
devil both shows his credentials for doing this and shows us a bit about the nature of this rescue
(namely that it is from Satands dominion).

e But many people will not be rescued, including many Jewd his is the implication of the fact that
the Jews from Jesusd home synagogue reject hi m
apparently positive reception, and they subsequently prove thatright by their attempt to kill him
as soon as he says something unpalatable. However, even in the Old Testament God often blessed
Gentiles rather than Israelites, and Jesus implies that God will do the same again.

MORE ABOUT ... THE CONTRAST BETWEEN JESUS AND ADAM

An understanding of the biblical account of Adam and his rebellion against God is crucial to an understanding of
Jesus. I't was Adamds rebellion that created the probl en
problem, the we will struggle to understand the solution we see in Jesus.

It is normal today for the story of Adam and Eve to be treated as a myth and ignored. The Bible, however, will not
allow us to do this. Jesus and the New Testament treat it as a fact, and so must we. This does not mean that we need
to be simplistic, but it does mean that we must accept that it is important and in some way historical.

AdamoésitFlad Ibegi nning of humankindds probl em

Genesis 3 records how Adam and Eve, the parents of the haoanwere lured by the serpent to rebel against
Godds commandment . As a result they, and through them ¢
from the land God had made for them and cast out from His presence, and the world itself was cursed.

This O6Fall 6 is humankindés fundament al problem (Godobs f
see, but iarises out othe Fall). Death, disaster, disease, famine, war and the whole catalogue of human miseries in

this world are simpl symptoms of this deeper underlying problem (e.g. Genesig,dand until the underlying rift

with God is resolved all the other afflictions will remain.

The exileofIsraelT put ting the spotlight on humankindos
At first sight it might appear that the Bible says little about the Fall after the early chapters of Genesis. However, this

is not true. The sin and suffering which play such a | a
But the Bible also makes the event of tlee|F | comprehensible by creating a 6émod

relate to. This model is the exile of the nation of Israel to Babylon in 587 BC. Most Christians know very little about

the exile, which is unfortunate because it is one of the most important events in the Old Testament (se&3ig. 1, p.

to see where it fits in). It brought to an end many of
Israel as an independent nation, the end of the line of Rakidgs and the end (probably) of the ark of the
covenant. About sixty percent of the entire Old Testament was, in fact, written around the time of the exile as God
warned Israel of what was about to happen and explained what He was doing.

The exile is a O6model d of the Fall/l because, for most of
God had given them, just as Adam and Eve were Godds pe
against God and so was exiled from her ldonding the temple, the symbol of God living with her, just as, at the

Fall, Adam and Eve were thrown out of Eden and Godds pr
and appreciate how terrible an event the Fall was. We have become hardened and oblivious to it and to its
consequences. I n fact, the fallen world we now I|ive 1in

exile give us some inkling of what the Fall really means: if the model is so appalling, how muchommoust the
real thing be!

Jesusit he solution to humankindds probl em

The exile, however, is not the end of the story in the Old Testament. God accompanied it with promises of a future

rescue of Israel from her exile. But the promises of what He will do when He rescues her are actually referring to

something far greater than the return of the nation of Israel from the exile in Babylon. For example, one promise is
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of a land which is blessed and not subject to decay, conflict or want (e.g. Isaiaf26pi1& land which looks far

more like Eden than Canadara | and, in fact, referred to as Onew he
too great to be fulfilled in this world order, so these promisemotbe about the restoration of Israel from the exile.
Instead they must be about the restoration of humankind from the Fall.

Against this background we can understand more clearly what Jesus has come to do. The Bible expresses it in thre
closely related ways:

e He has come to rescue Godédsqwemmpds dff omhe hFall , i
dominion i although this is sometimes phrased in terms of him rescuing Israel from the exile.

e He has come to fulfil the Old Testament promises of blessing and restoration of everything that was lost at
the Fall 7 including eternal life, a perfect land (or world), a wonderful relationship with God, and harmony with
other people (and nature). (Sdere about.. Old Testament promisés Study 1, pl1, for details.)

e Hehascometoinaugurh e a hnhew humanity for Godds new c.Teati on
parall el bet ween Jesus and Adam is not developed f
New Testament (e.g. Romans 542, 1 Corinthians15:222).

Adam and Eve Godbds rescued pe
living with God l'iving in Godods
in land of Eden in new creation
FALL
RESCUE
ACCOMPLISHED
PROMISES BY JESUS
Israel OF RESCUE
with Godds t e mpFR@M
in Canaan 0 E X | (bt éescue referred to
is actually from thd-all)
EXILE
(model of the Fall)
creation (587 BC) final judgement
TIME
Fig.206 Schematic diagram of how the exile is e
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STUDY 4
LUKE 4:31-5:32  jESus BEGINS HIS MINISTRY

THE STORY SO FAR

Lukeds many accounts of incidents and the detail I
overall message. As we study Luke ounas to understand this overall message, and to do this we need
continually to step back and look at Luke as a whole. So far we have seen Luke make three main points:
1. God has sent His Son Jesus to be the promised Messiah
e God has repeatedly revealed who Jesys.ig. 1:3633, 6879, 2:1012, 3:22).
e God has prepared Israel for his comiby sending John the Baptist to warn the people of His
impending judgement and show them their need for the salvation Jesus bringb7(131317).
2. Jesus has given us, blyis deeds and words, a summary of what he has come to. do
e He has come to ke true Son of Gqodn contrast to Adam (3:24:13).
¢ He has come teescue men and women from the Railtl, hence, Satan (4:24).
3. But many will reject Jesusi and those from his home town have already done this. However, Jesus
is also the judge and those who will not accept him will be rejected by God (2:340):23

Luke has been at pains to emphasise that all of thitseigulfiiment of what God promised in the Old
Testamentalmost every single incident so far has contained a reference to the Old Testament, and many
of these have been to Go-d303%46,@:082Ini ses (e. g. 1:17, 3

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

I n this passage, Luke tells wus about the early st
reveal who he is and what he has come to do. Luke is making two main points in this passage:

e Jesus has immense power and authorityhich he reveals through the miracles he performs.

e Jesus has some sprising priorities . Luke records two of these here, and they tell us a lot about
Jesusod6 underlying purposes.

As in previous studies, we will see Luke weave together the various incidents he records so that they say
far more as a whole than as individual stories. (8eee about ... Luke the historian Study 2, pl8, for
the reason why we must read Lukeds stories in thei

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

An Overview of the Passage
In this part of our study we will alsodok at Jesusédé authority, the issue

1. What are the main incidents in this passage? Make a note of what miracle(s) is associated with each
of these incidents. (N.B. An alternative approach to this passage is to do questianghke same
time and to produce a table or chart with your conclusions.)
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2. Jesusd miracles show us the sort of aut hor it

authorityover? Which of these do you find most striking?

3. Foreachoflesuso miracl es i n séehby hosgpwehs areapgesent? (inhothér c ¢

words, what convinces the people at each incident that a tremendous miracle has really take
How do the people around Jesus respond to these miracles?

4. Why is it important for us to see that Jesus has great authority? (In order to answer this ques
wi || need to t hi noktext.b. tha previbus passage.arsusnaay asod fhaore
about ... Onp83napful)mi r acl es

n place?

tion, you

Tip on Bible study (#4): Looking at the text

When we study the Bible it is important to look at what the text actually says. This may sound obvious, but
to think we know what is being said in the Bible. So, instead of looking at the text closely, some of us are

tis easy
liable to

skim through it, reading in what we think it ought to be saying. In fact the Bible is full of surprises. After 4ll, it is

Godob6s Word and is meant to teach us an dsohhaawhht&aodd
saying is to look hard at the text and think about what it says.

Here are three hints on how to look at the text properly:
1. Read the passage carefulys ever al ti mes. Look for the flow o

Se us

f th

lineé. Connecting words |ike 6butd, o6ébecaused and 6

2. Look for what does not fitin,ei t her with the 6story lined or wi

saying. For example, some people think thetus withdraws in 4:42 in order poay, but this is not what th
passage says. Again, it is easy to think that, in 5:20, the faith of the paralytic and his friends leadshée$
him, but this is not what the text says.

3. Do not get bogged down indetaiiThe Bi bl eds authors want to com
as we saw irTip (#2) p.17. The detail is there to help us understand the main points correctly, so we 1

make sure we do not ignore it, but we mudtailtow the detail to hijack our attention.
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Focuson..what4:31-44 teaches us about Jesusd priorit.i
This passage reveals two of Jesusd underlying prio

5. In 4:32, what is highlighted as having really amazed the people? And what do they rfiesttadter
Jesus casts out the evil spirit (4:36)? In what way is this a surprising response?

6. In 4:4042 Jesus has a remarkable ministry which is giving him popularity and honour, but-#44:42
we see hat he leaves it. Why does he do this, according to v43? Why is it important that he does
this? (This may require some thought.)

As we go on in Luke we wil!/ see that Jesusd emphas

Focuson..what5:1-32 adds to our understanding of Jesl
It will help us to understand this section if we start at the end, with its punch line.
7. Why has Jesus come, according to 5:32? What does this mean? (You may fuppheEmentary

note below helpful.) Pptional: How does Jesusd statement of his
statement of his mission in 4:437]

Supplementary note: Who are the 6ésinnersdé in 5:327?
The termsinnerin the New Testament can mean two different things:

1. According to the Old Testamemtyeryonehas rebelled against God and so is a sinner (e.g. Psali363:2

2. However, Jesusd6 contemporaries think that a person ca8
0sinnersd are those who braegpdnt. t he Ol d Testameni | aws ¢

Some translations of the Bible, like the NIV, try to clarify the situation by putting the word in inverted commas when

it is being used in the latter sense. In the original languages, however, there is no way of distinguishing befween the

two meanings except from the context, ardbable entendres sometimes intended.

Jesusd statement in 5:32, therefore, has sever al |l evel s

1. Jesusmeans that he has come to save those who are unacceptable to God, i.e. everyone. He is not comjing for the
ighteousd because tihethehasanother iranitad, meéaning Geved ecause thosgswho

thinkt hat they are 6righteous6 will not accept the forgi:

2. TheJdewspn t he other hand, think he is saying that he hac
not trying as hard as possible to keep the Law.
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Supplementary note: Why does Jesus send the healed leper to the priest (5:14)?

In ancient Jewish culture, leprosy and the other skin diseases grouped togtthewetie among the most terrib
of ailments. The reason for this is that, apart from the physical affliction iskelhjer was ceremonially unclean a
so unacceptable to a holy Goilhis was a catastrophe which was exacerbated by the fact that they were
from contact even with other humans (Leviticus 13446 ) . They were excluded
people! When the leper is healed the greatest benefit he rebpmisaccepted agains y mb ol i cal |
presence and literalyino Goddés peopl e. Jesus sends him to t

le
hd
banned
from
y in
he p

confirmed; he may then enter the temple and rejoin society.

8. Look at 5:1726. What reason does Jesus give in v22For healing the man? What does Jesus see

as the paralyticbébs greatest need?

9. How do all the four major incidents in 5312 i | l ustrate Jesusd mi

Ssi o

relationship with God (5:32)? (This is a challenging question, but one which will help us see how
Luke weaves his matial together. You may find thBupplementary notabove helpful for seeing

how the leper fits in.)

100what sort of things do people today say that

statement of what he has come to do (in 5:32)?

11.what do the Pharisees and the teachers of the law think of Jesus for doing these things (i.e. in

5:21,30)? Why are they wrong in thinking this? (You may findShpplementary note n 6 s i
helpful.)
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Jesusbd ¢ cern d oofsalvekesGsannnmost iismpartant themes.
ut 5:32 is probably Jesus6 second mos

Closing Headlines
12. What are the main points of this passage?

13. Which of these main points have you found most striking? How will it change the way you think and
live?

CONCLUSION

As Jesus begins his ministry in earnest, the most striking aspect of it is his remarkable authority, which he
displays in both his actions and his teaghide demonstrates his authority over sickness, evil spirits and
people. He even has the authority to forgive siasn aut hor i ty that is Godoés al
that he has authority over the consequences of the Fall. In order to undevhiadelsus reveals his

authority we need to put this passage into the context of the previous one. Jesus is continuing to show that
he really is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that he is able to rescue humankind from the Fall.

The magnitude of his authbriy makes Jesusd priorities all the mor
e One of Jesusd priolrntdesusids nmiondt etaeccahc hi ng, al th
important than healing and exorcising demons. Almost as striking is the fact that the people who
witnessed firshand, with amazement, his miracles are even more impressed by his teaching. Jesus
needs to teach because he has come to rescue humankind frBail ttees we saw in the previous
study, and the only way people will learn about this, and so be able toteefit, is if heteaches
His miracles demonstrate this rescue, but they are not the rescue itself.
e Anot her of Jesuso p r .i He hastcome 20 rastere dinoers ¢oaGodl, anslihen ner s
demonstrates this symbolically by cleansing the leper. He has come for sinners beggnessess of
sin i s a per seaevendnsre i;podaatttharsbeingmeakedof paralysis! Sin was the cause
of the Fall, and the consequences of the Fall cannot be solved until sin is dealt with. Another reason
why Jesus has come to call sinners is that those who realise that they are sinners appreciate their need
and accept him, unlike those who think that they are righteous.
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MORE ABOUT ... JESUSOMIRACLES

Mi racles are a major par
however, we must conside
miracles by trying to answer three questions:

t of Jesus®6 ministry, so we
r some confusion that i s C ¢

Is Jesus really performing miracles?

Many peopletody t hi nk t hat miracles that overturn the norm
be mythical. However, a God who created the laws of nature can easily alter or suspend them temporarily if He

chooses to. To deny the possibility of miracles is to say that the God who created the universe does not exist or at
least never intervenes in the universe He made.

If we accept that God exists, or even if we start with an open mind, then the evidence that Jesus is genuinely
performing miracles is @rwhelming:

e He performs many miracles in front of large crowds of people, to whom the individuals concerned are well
known, and they are consistently amazed at his miracles; it is highly unlikely that they are being misled.

e Even those who oppose Jesus accept, in general, that he is performing miracles. Their arguments against him ar
based on other grounds, for example that his miracles come from the devil (e.g. Luke1:14

e The greatest miracle of al | i s Jrésgensirte thenglene is neegoddi o n
reason to deny any of his other miracles. Crucially, this is by far the best attested miracle of all, as we will see in
a laterMore about ...

How special are JesusO0 miracles?

Jesusd miracles are clearly visibl e -radedand patalysed can r e m
instantly get up, walk and carry loads (e.g. Luke B26Y. There is no period of convalescence, no need for
weakened muscles to be strengthened. Similarly, those with shrivelled limbsheaveecreated instantly and in

front of many witnesses (Luke 630). Again, when Jesus calms a storm, it is not just that the weather changes: the
waves as well as the wind are instantly calmed (Luke-8%)2despite the fact that waves normally persist for quite
some time after the wind has subsided.

Some people think that the sort of miracles Jesus |
miracles to compare them lightly with other miracles. In fact, his miracles are in a class ofvn:

e Jesusd miracles regularllyutovmosturot hdre omiwsa olfesnéat:
example, medical science knows that very occasionally there is remission of cancer. For the person whose cancel
has suddenly improved dramatically, as well as for those round about, this is a genuine and exciting miracle,
particularly if it is an answer to prayer. But, this is not the sort of miracle that Jesus is performing.

e Jesusd miracles are per fWth one drtwavexdeptions, desus ddesa Hislmeraclesa s e
without fuss, without ceremony and without difficulty. A simple word is all that is necessary. Sometimes he does
not even need to be near the person benefiting from the miracle (e.g. Led@).7:1

e Many of Jesusd® miracles are very obviBycatraat,mnypfer f o
the O6miraclesdé6d that are compared with those of Jesu

There is nothing to stop God fr omy vprigiable miraokds hoday, oy p ar €
experience indicates that such miracles are very rare. Jesus, in contrast, performed a great number of them.

Why does Jesus work miracles like this?

Some people think that Jesusdé miracles teach us abo
Christians or, even, the sort of miracles we should
make us think about ourselves baifpoint us to Jesus, i.@ reveal who he is and what he cameldo

Jesusbd6 miracles reveal who he is

Jesusd6 miracles show that he is Goddéds beloved Son, k
The performing of miracles does not, on its own, pro

various prophets sent from God performed great miracles (e.g. Moses and Elijah) and, in the New Testament, the
apostles also performed great miracles. Other miracles are also to be found in history. Furthermore, the Bible says
that even Satan cato miracles (2 Thessalonians 2:9). Howedeg s us 6 mi r a.oWNe b&ave jastrseenthree q u e

ways in which Jesusd6 miracles are different from mos
between Jesus and all the other people who perform miracles, even the great Old Testament prophets and the Ne\
Testament apostles. This is the fact that o6étheiro mi

instruments. On some occasions they do a miracle because Gotidrildat At other times they ask Him to act
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miraculously. Similarly, if a miracle occurs today, it is beca@se (or Satan!) does something, often in response to

our prayers. Yet Jesus does not pray (normally) or receive instructions from God before performing his miracles. He
does not need to. He i s Godds o0 nl ppssessealithoitg dver evergthing o n Go o
because he created everything. Thuss us &6 miracl es reveal who he is

I f Jesusd miracl es rgehiseaakles with oniracles that ®ccur today not orlygdevalties his
miracles, but it can also lead to devaluing Jédonself

Jesusd miracles show his ability to rescue humankind

Jesusd miracles are not arbitrary demonstrations of his
(Luke 4:912). Instead, his miracles are demonstrations of his ability to overbomenan ki ndés great en
sickness, evil spirits, hunger (Luke 9:1@), the forces of nature (Luke 8:28) and, in particularsin (Luke 5:17

26) and death (Luke 7:117)71 i.e.the consequences of the Fall.

Jesus has come to rescue humankind from the consequences of the Fall, but by far the most terrible consequence of

the Fall is yet to come. The result of the Faldé&ath but the physical death we experience in this world is only a
precursorof t he eternal death we face at Godés final judgem
eternal deatfi but Jesus cannot show us this rescae (we will only see it athe final judgement), so he performs

other miracles as one of the means he uses to demomsivatieat he can save us from this griatire danger. We

see an example of this in Luke 5:28, where Jesus says that he has authority to forgive sins and then heals the
paralytic to prove that this is the case.
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STUDY 5
LUKE 5:33-6:49  coNFLICT WITH THE JEWS

THE STORY SO FAR

In the first major section of the gospel (B20), Luke record&od at work, beginning to fulfil what He
promised in the Old TestantelVe saw:

¢ God bringing about the supernatural birth of His Son Jesus-8:80

¢ God testifying that this Son will be the Saviour and Judge of the world-{563:34, 3:16L7).

e God sending John the Baptist t-48).prepare | srael

In his second major section (which began at 3:21), Luke is telling us aboulegoathimself is doing
¢ Jesus has shown himself to be the true Son of God, by continuing to trust God when tempted by
the devil (3:384:12) and by the authority he wielflsg. 4:315:32).

e Jesus has stated that he has come to ful fii |l th
which means that he is going t-21).BulsedisptaysGang 6 s
surprising priorities as he begins to do this, nanesyghing(4:31-44) andcalling sinners(5:1-32).

e But Jesus is already in conflict with the Jews who will not accept him on his tern{s.g. 4:2330).

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE
We are stildl i n the ear | ymagotrew degelopnentslaiesplacedn thisi n i
passage. This passage divides into three closely related subsections:

1. 5:33-6:11 recordghree arguments between Jesus and the religious Jéts Jews are finding what
Jesus is doing intolerable, but the actions they disliktfuadamentat o0 Jesus 6 per son

2. 6:12-16 is the turning point in this passage,Jasus calls twelve disciplés be with him.
3. In 6:17-49 Jesus begins teach these discipleand the content of his teaching is utterly radical.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

Focus on ... the conflict between Jesus and the Jews (5:33-6:11)
1. What are the three main incidents in 5831? What features do all three have in common?

2. How does Jesus @5stamtsavieaentt hien J2:w34 accusation
teach us about Jesus himself? What does your answer mean?
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Supplementary note: Who are the Pharisees? (e.g. in 5:33)

In first century | srael there were various Crelgaus
state they were really religious parties. The Pharisees constituted one such party. Relatively few first cen
appear to hawpbd bmemberss gmfedany of these parties,
great influence. The Sadducees, whom we will meet later, usually held the highest official positions of
However, the Phariseesd ideas appear to have be
emphasis on keepi ng d&ably ihare ethwaktham their comtemperarieso n s i

Al | the gospels tell us that they were Jesusd m
contradicted their understanding of the Law. Jesus in turn criticised them for their hostility to him, and for
they distorted the Old Testament by emphasising what a pdaemrather than what he or sliginks (which is
much more challenging), and so thinking that they could please God by what they did.

ti esd,

ury Jews
but in
power.

ENn very

ain opp
he way

3. Jesusd paB8gweseannt BeB6answer to the Jewsd accusa

4. In6:1-1 1, wha't is Jesusod attitude to the Sabbath? V
of the Sabbath? What does this teach us about who Jesus is claiming to be?

5 In6:111, how do the Pharisees respond to Jesusod be

doing?

6. In 5:336:11, how does Jesus expect his disciples to treat traditional Jewish religious activities like

fasting and strict observance of the Batih? What does this indicate that Jesus is calling
disciples to be? (This may require some thought.)
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I f the Jews prefer their old rel i §ceotredomhimdselfivi | |
that he is bringing, then he will create a new people of Godr 6 n e W who wvitl @&eept &hat God

is doing. Jesus begins this process in 6162(the turning point in the passage) by calling 12 apostles as
a symbolic parallel to the 12 tribes of the nation of Israel. Beee about ...Israelon p40 for a

di scussion about this o6true | srael 6.
Focus on ... Jesuso0O teac49) ng to his discipl:
Having called this &édnew | srael 6, Jesus begins

what is involved in being part of it. Some of what Jesus is teaching is so profound that he will develop it
at length later on (Chapters 118), so do not worry if you struggle slightly with it.

7. a) In 6:2026, what will be given to those who are blessed? When do thegihand weep? Where,
according to the passage, will they be blessed?

b) When are those on wh o-fad ahclaughing? Whenly amplicatiens 6 w
iwill the o6richdé suffer their 6éwoesd?

¢) Summarise the truth Jesus is teaching in-2& a short phrase. How should this teaching affect
your attitude to life in this world?

8. What clues are we givenin6:203 about whom Jesus means by the
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In 6:27-38 Jesus tells his disciples about how they @ live in the light of the truth of 6:286. It is
easier to see what he is saying here if we focus on just3532

9. According to 6:323 5, how are Jesusd disciples to behave?
or will not repay, whom must we look to for our reward (v35) and when (from the context) will we
receive it? Where are you looking for your reward?

In 6:39-49 Jesus challenges his hearers to take stock of where they themselves stand, and to work out
whether they are those who wilk bblessed or those who will suffer woes. In 648%he says that it is
important whom we learn from, implying that we must follow him. In-821Jesus tells his hearers to
examinghemselvesnot each other.

10. In 6:4345, what, according to Jesus, is the real difference between the two types of people? In 6:46
49, how do the two types of people actually differ? What do these two tests show you about yourself?

Tip on Bible study (#5): The need to be careful when cross-referencing to other passages of Scripture

When we study a passage there is a great temptation to refer to other parts of the Bible which appear to talk about the
same subject. This can be very helpful: as we have seen, it is difficult to understand the New Testamer)t without
some understanding of what the -rOdfde Mersdasn®&ndr @ shelagfi nlg..
in particular, when we refer to passages that are, in fact, talking about a different suldjedt can occur if we do

not really understand theapsage to which we are crase f er enci ng. For exampl ¢, when
6sermon on the -$9Rni ndt i nsLuéempti(ibng7to refer-7)twhichf he O6ser
|l ook s, at first sight, as though it is Matthewdg accoun

sermon, since Jesus almost certainly taught the same material many times. Even if they are the same sefmon, Luke
and Matthew may well be focusing on different aspects of what Jesus saidr&les=scing between these two
passages can, therefore, l ead to us confusing oyrselves
also lead to us thinking that there are contradictions between these two accounts when, in fact, they ane actually

accounts of different sermons.

There are two general rules to help us use emfesences correctly:

e We must think about crossreferences that the original author intended When we try to work out what the
original author intended us to refer to, then thle is that the New Testament authors refer (1) norneaily to
the Old Testament (since they did not have the rest of the New Testament), (2) usually to major Old Tgstament
events (e.g. Adam and Eve), and (3) often by means of an explicit Old Testament quotation.

¢ In all other cases it is wiser to stick with the passage we are studying and to try to work out what that|is
saying Studying one passage properly is quite demanding enough, without adding other passages to it.
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Closing Headlines

11.wWhat are te three or four main points Luke is making in this passage? (When answering this
guestion try to work out the points that underlie or sum up everything Luke is saying, ngsoghe
important things he wants to communicate. Doing this well is an excellent way to get to the heart of
the passage.)

12. Which of these main points has most struck you? How will it change the way you think and live?

CONCLUSION
This passage and the previous one are closely linked:
e In 4:31:5:32 we saw Jesus revealingwhe i s by showing that he has

In this passage we discover that @e@sequencef this is that true religion must focus on Jesus. It is
inappropriate to fast now that he has come, and he is entitled to decide what is permissible on the
Sabbath

¢ In 5:1-5:32 we saw Jesus revealing that he has come to call sinners. In this passage we discover wha
he is calling thenfior. He isnot calling them to be good Jews but, rather, a people centred on himself.

The Jews have, until this pojriitad the honour of beingplledGod 6s peopl e. However
accept that their religion shoul d ftroepeople. $esus, Go d
therefore, begins teedefinewh o Godds peopl e ar e, by calling 12

(seeMore about ... Israebn p40 for details).

Jesus then begins to teach his disciples about

e There wil!/ be bt 6gs ether ép o owlardhditfthe kitgdos ofvGod, | d
and so be rich in eternity. Conversely, t hose
will be poor in the next world. But we must be careful to avoid a simplistic understanding of who is
6poor 6 and who is Or i cSugplemekiay nstenw23)i nt IBdtuddyp Bo r( &
those who are aware of living in a cursed world and of their need to be rescued by God. This
understanding of the wor desibqg lsodisdples who acechatidd ihis me d
sake(6:20-22). By implication, the rich are those who are happy with this world.

e This O6great reversal 6 must &terhity s whatt niaters,veéa they J e s
must not live only for this world. Instead they should look to God and eternity for their reward.

e His hearers must examine themselves t oThebtwo s ur
crucial questions are what they are likevardly and whether they al@&ing in the light of what Jesus
says.
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MORE ABOUT ... ISRAEL

The Bible is, to a great extent, the story of the peopl
aretwo6l srael s6! There is the dénation of I|Israeldé on the oIl
We need to be clear which is which, because only one of

Christians have not always been clear about the relationship between these two Israels but, in fact, one of the main
functonsd t he New Testament is to help us with this. Let 6s

The nation of Israel

The origin and nature of the nation of Israel

The story of the nation of |Israel begins in Genesis 12.
Fal |l , God intervened and called a man, Abram (Il ater ca
promi ses wer e, effectively, that God would begin to unc

(SeeMore about ... Old Teatment promisem Study 1, pl1, for details.)

Abraham had two grandsons, Esau and Jacob, and the nation of Israel comes from the descendants of Jacob, whom
God renamed 061 srael 6. Jacob and all his family went to
hundred years. By the end of this time they were a very numerous people, but they were in slavery! God then
intervened again in order to rescue them from Egypt and to give them the land of Canaan to live in.

Did the nationofl sr a el inherit Gododos promi ses?

It appeared, therefore, that the promises God had made to Abraham were being fulfilled in the nation of Israel as she
settled in Canaan. However, God made a covenant with Israel as He rescued her from Egypt, which stipulated that
the Israelites would be bl ess e d andlonlyfgheyilived iC@edercato and e n|
Godds commands ( e By the natmudf lsraebdid mahgbey2584d, so she did not obtain what was

promised It is crucal for us to grasp this if we are to understand the nation of Israel, because much of the Old
Testament is the story of |Israelds sin and puni shment.

One reason why we sometimes do not realise that the nat
only gradually becomes clear that this is what is happening, since God forgave the Israelites their sins on numerous
occasions and gave them many chances to live righteousl
the people did ot sin, although some periods were worse than others:
e They sinned repeatedly as they journeyed from Egypt to Canaan (e.g. by doubting God, Numbers 14).
e They sinned innumerable times throughout their time in Canaan and this, in the end, led to Israel being exiled

from Canaan. (2 Kings 1720 gives us a summary of the sin of Israel, while 2 Kings-28:gjives a frightening

account of the sin of one of the last kirigwho even sacrificed his own son to an idol.)

e The southern part uafnelddr dalom( iexd.l eJudaht) threetpeopl e st
they continued to sin (e.g. by marrying foreigners who worshipped idols, Ezra 9).

The climax of these centuries of sin actually occurs in the New Testament, when the nation of Israel rejects and Kills
Goddéds own Son (as we wil/ see later in Luke). The reasc
Jewsd rebellion against God is a major Old Testament th

The true Israel

The origin and nature of the true Israel
The story of the true Israel also begins in Genesis 12. The promises that God made to Abraham were irrevocable, so

if the nation of Israel was not to inherit them tr@meonenu s t . The issue of who wild.l i
becomes more prominent as the Old Testament story progresses and it becomes clear that many of those who belong
to the nation of Israel wildl not enjoy Godbés blessings.

arerighteouswill benefit from the promises (e.g. Malachi 3:4:®). But who is righteous?

The New Testament tells us thraghteousness comes by faith in Gatid that everyone who has faith is righteous,

regardl ess of whether they belong to the nation of | sr
t hose who s hfaith mtheAthan ¢thbsa whid share his genes (see Galatiai®s BR@imans 9:8). The
true | srael, God?os spirtualHesgerelants tather than hig physibat oads a mo s

The story of the true Israel actually runs through the Old Testament alongside the story of the nation of Israel,
because people who had faith in God existed during all periods of the Old Testament (Hebrews 11 provides a
wonderful list of some of these people). The fact that the two Israels coexisted means that many of the promises
which God apparently made to the nation of Israel are, in fact, actually made to the true Israel. In the Old Testament
period, many of those who belonged to the true Israed whysically descended from Abraham, but some were not.
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However, whenever people who were not of Hebrew descent came to faith in God, they joined the nation of Israel
(e.g. Ruth, the Moabite woman, Ruth 4£8). This is why it is not always clear in the Old Testament that there are
two Israels.

In the New Testament this changes, and Jesus explicitly and openly establishes the true Israel as an entity distinc

from the nation of | srael . Jesus has come tdsaleadyav e

defining who Godbés people really are.

How will the true I|Israel inherit Goddéds promises?

Jesus, however, does not simply define who the true
because of hesin. Sadl vy, Christians continue to sin, S0 won¢
inheriting Godés promises? The answer is thatunless wi l
the problem of sin is dealt witlThis is why Jesus seesisi and Godo6és anger against

predicament (Luke 5:2322) . However, the true | sr @echuseMesushascometof ac

deal with the problem of siand we will see how he does this later in Luke.

The purpose and fate of the nation of Israel

If the nation of Israel is not the true Israel, then why does the Old Testament tell us so much about her? Further, what
will happen to her? The answer to the first question is that the nation of issiadortant, but not because she
constitutes Godbés peopl e. The apostle Paul deal s wit
Jews are no different from the ndaws when it comes to salvation, he goes on to explain that the nation of Israel is
special because God harealedHimself through her (Romans 32). We cannot understand God and what He is
doing without Godods GoehagdhasenitoorevealoHimsdl throwgle the natioraof sl

were not for the nation of Ise§ we would not have the Old Testament, and we would not understand who God is
and what He is doing through Jesus. This means that we should value the nation of Israel bedaatse/®fcan

l earn from Godo6s revelation .to her as recorded in th

The answer to the second question comes later in (gige Luke 20:918), so we will defer looking at it until then.

It is worth being clear at this stage, however, that individual Jews can and will be saved, despite the fact that the
nationoflsrae i s not Godds true peopl e. Many of the earlie
the same terms as anyone else, namely by faith in Jesus. They are not saved on the basis of their ancestry.
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STUDY 6

LUKE 7:1-8:3  ®&RE YOU THE ONE WHO WAS TO COME? &

THE STORY SO FAR

As we study Luke our aim is to discover what its
both what his main message is and how all his detail fits in. So far, three main, interrelated themes have
emerged:

1. WhoJesusisLukeds priority has been to show us that J
his birth, at his baptism, in his temptation by the devil and, repeatedly, in his authority and power.

2. What Jesus has cometodal esus® main work is to rescue the p
particularly the devil (e.g. 4:13, 3137), the results of the Fall (e.g. 4:18) and the consequences of sin
(e.g. 5:20). This is the fulfilment of what God
he starts to do this, has been on teaching (e.g-#¥and calling sinners (e.g. 5:32).

3. How his contemporaries are responding to himSo far, we have seen that:

e the people in general are amazed at Jesusd auth

e some people have left everything to follow Jesus (e.g. 5:11,28).

e other people, however, including the Jewish religious establishment, are hostile; and this hostility
has |l ed to Jesus reconstituttd.ng 61l srael &8 around

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

Luke has two main concerns in this passage:

1. Who Jesus is.This theme, which has been so important in Luke so far, remains central. Jesus
continues to reveal his authority since-ome can understand or accept what he is domig they
grasp who he is.

2. How people are responding to Jesu#\s Jesus reveals more about who he is, so the question of how
people respond to hiihand how they ought to respoindecomes more pressing. His sedfelation
is not an end in itself; rather it is meant to lead people to abdmpas the Son of God. The question
we face at this point in the plot is, will people accept or reject this tremendous but controversial Son of
God?

At first sight the passage appears to be a disor
revelation of himself and how people respond to that revelation are inseparably bound together, so Luke

does not deal with his two themes one at a time, but rather moves from one to the other and back again.
However, it will help our study of this passage ¢éparate the two themes and look at each in turn.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

An Overview of the Passage
1. What are the five main incidents in this passage?
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Focus on . .. Jesusd revelation of who he 1is

2. 1ln this passage, what do we see Jesus demonst
authority have we not seen before in Luke?

3. a) In 7:1823 John the Baptist is puzzled by what Jesus is doing (s&ifipéementary noter why
he is confused). How -Z2clowt hlaets utsed iasnswehe i aneé
(Compare Jesus6 ai+bs6l:k)yWhyis it impoftastao be kertadnZhatbJesus is
Goddés Son and Messiah?

If John is confused then it is likely that many other people are as well, and this gives us a clue that helps
us with 7:317.

b) How do Je s-d%&confirmthatiheisentitiedno dd what he is doing? In what ways
do you find yourself puzzled by what Jesus is doing? Do the events-22 Tiélp you to accept what
Jesus is doing?

Focus on ... how people are responding to Jesus
IN7:1-35 we see three different responses to Jesus.

4. In 7:1-10 we see someone who responds in a right way to Jesus (and Jesus praises him for it in v9).
How does the centurion display faith? How does v9b fit in with what we saw in Luke 67?

43



Luke 7:18:3

Supplementary note: Why does John the Baptist have second thoughts as to who Jesus is (7:18-19)?

We are not told exactly why John questions whether Jesus is the person he predictedbint 3nk6context of his
guestion suggests that it is a result of Jesusbd
saw in Chapter 6 and as we will see again later in Luke, e.g-18):9t is not surprising that John, as a Jew,,
confused by this, since it might appear that Jesus is rejecting Israel rather than only judging those Jews who
repent. Jesus is doing something far more radi &a
and 61:1 impy that he is indeed rescuirigrael i but the true Israel rather than the nation of Israel 4se about
... Israelin Study 5, p40, for details).

action
is

refuse to

| t han

5. In 7:1823 we see John, a truly godly man, but currently puzzled by Jesus. What does Jesus say about
how people should respond when puzzled by him and what he is doing? What lessons does this have

for us?

6. INn72435 Jesus indicates that the people as

a whol

these fairly complicated verse(See theSupplementary noter help with the details of these

verses).

a) The peoplebdbs response to John the Bapt.
How does Jesus describe John the Baptist in-284What evidence is there (in vv28, 29) that
the people agree with him? But how, according to v33, are most of them responding to John?

st i s

b) In 7:3:34 we see another way in which many people are responding wrongly. What do we learn
about the people when we compare their reggmiim vw3334) to John and Jesus? To what extent

do we respond to God in the same way as the people iR3624

Supplementary note: | n what way is the Ol east in the kin
(7:28)?

Verse 28 makes sense o0 ncomsistswokunderstantingsvho Jéshsdishn hésgoeea #
greatest up to this time because he has the clearest appreciation of who Jesus is, despite his questioning
every Christian knows who Jesus is, and so is gréaaer John. This explains the verse, but it is thoygbvoking
to see how God defines true greatness.
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Supplementary note: What is Jesus saying in 7:29-35?

In 7:31-34 Jesus implies that the people are rejecting both John the Baptist and Jesus himself. But 7:29 appears tc
imply that the people accepted John, and are listening to what Jesus is saying, so in what way are they rejegting Jest
and John? These verses become clearer if we take them step by step:

e In vv29-30 the people in generappearto be accepi n g J o h i dlthoughahe Phartgsees and the expprts
in the law do not even do this.

e In vv31-34, however, Jesus says that the criticisms that they are making about both John and Jesus shoy that the
are notreally accepting what God is doing, despite their words and apparent interest. This is the same pgint Jesus
made in 6:4649.

¢ In v35 Jesus indicates that this rejection does not invalidate what God is doing, saesdl accept Jesus:
v35 may be paraphrased aswihGaddodsbeway g(hit. eb.y &wvhigs df oanc
6childrenéd) genuinely do accept itéo.

So far we have seen that some people accept Jesus and have faith in him, but many do néi0lwé&:36
begintosesvhyt hi s i s so. Letbébs now |l ook at this issue

7. In 7:36:50, what reason does Jesus give for why some people love him more than others? How does
this explain the different responses of the P
(Think about why he is wrong not to love Jesus more.)

8. This passage also gives us some clues about the type of person who accepts Jesus.

a) What sort of people do we find accepting Jesus and having faith in him, according to this passage
(i.e.in 7:310, 7:368:3)? Why would first century Jews have been surprised by this?

b) What evidence is there that some of those who have faith are financially well off (e.gly 7:1
8:1-3)? How, therefore, should we interpret the last part of 7:22?

9. [Optionat An important part of responding correctly ¥esus isunderstanding who he.isVho do
people think Jesus is (e.g. in 7:16, 39)? How is this response inadequate (though not strictly wrong)?
What is wrong with an inadequate understanding of who Jesus is?]

Supplementary note: In 7:36-50, which comes first, love or forgiveness?
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Jesus pronounces forgiveness on the woman at the end of this incident. This might suggest that forgiv
resultof | ove, yet, accor d3itrisghecauseoflowes Whsch is theacasa?bT heeansirgathat
Jesus is not concerned here with the order in which faith, love and forgiveness come. In fact it is hard to di
them, because faith and love are a contingiragessseeMore about ... faitton p47). However, it is important t
note that faith and love do nearnforgiveness. That is a gift from God (cf. Ephesians®:8

Bness is a
v 41

sentangle
D

Note also that the Phariseeds response ankhowthéysmeedho mands

to be forgivennot by how much thegctually need to be forgiven. The Pharisénkshe is all right, so does n
seek forgiveness nor love the person who can forgive his sins. The vkoimasshe is not all right, so loves the o

ne

who forgives herOne of the main purposes of John the Baptistos

sinners in need of forgivenesthose who have learnt this from John will be receptive to Jesus.

Closing Headlines
Summarising all that we have learnt is a great way to condelidar understanding of the passage.

10. What are the three or four most important points of the passage?

11. Which of these main points has most struck you? How will this change the way you think and

live?

Tip on Bible study #6): The need to understand the Biblebds ¢

In order to hear God speaking to us through His Word we need to understandtést The importance of th
Bi bl eds content stems from t h@o dvbesr yr envaetluartei oonf otf
doing, and it condentthahtells & iadout €ddl sind His activities.

So our aim in studying the Bible is to understand its content (i.ebjective meaning We will not always get i
right. However, if we get it even partially right, then we have begun to hear God speak; and tHinspmeg to
hear even some of what God has to say!

I f we are to discover the Biblebds content there
l.Understanding the Bi bl e sbecaose Gehastgiven as Hjs bladysSpirit to belpf

(1 Corinthians 2:12), and He has also chosen, in His grace, to make the most vital things especially clear.

2.Understanding the Bibleds content requires hard(

3. How we interpret the Bible isimportant, si nce this is the means by
this reason, many of the3ésare about interpretation.
4. The Biblebds content i,s sdetwer nmiamend tb ys atyd sotindnéepropest

of trying to understand passage we may have different ideas about what it means, but God has fixed its

bnt ent

are fo
uor al |l

I wor k!
whi ch

ks sag e
content,

so that it cannot mean one thing to one person and something very different to another person.
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Luke 7:18:3

CONCLUSION

Jesus continues to reveal his authority and pow
deat h. Not only has he got the power to do this
exercise his power at a distance and apparently effortlessly. desdsto continue revealing his

au hority so that people wild.l come to understand
John the Baptist is unclear about whether or not Jesus is the person God promised! But this confusion is
not entirely S ur pirim partioutar, hisJrecsenstgution af cldraiél oaresutterly
revolutionary and unexpected.

Lukeds other main t he meespordtotldsussur poiatsemargee i s how

1. There are many different responses to Jesus, but only some responses are rigtmose who have
faith in Jesuslike the centurion and the woman, are commended. But the majority of people are
condemned because they will not have faith in Jesthough they appear to be quite happy to listen
to him and may even acknowledge that he is in some way special.

2. Those who respond correctly to Jesus are very divers€he context of this passage is the calling of
the true I srael, so the implication is that a
therefore, comprises all soriacluding Gentiles (i.e. nedews, like the centurion) and women, rich
and poor.

3. Those who accept Jesus are those, like the woman, who recognise their need for forgiveness.
Those who think they are all right, like the Pharisee, do not accept him.

4. The peopleds wunder st andi Atgbesbhe is parceived only @s asgreat! |
prophet, and even John the Baptist is confused. However, he really is the promised Messiah, and his
authority and power prove it.

MORE ABOUT ... FAITH

Luke has shown uthat the heart of the gospel is Jesus, and that Jesus reveals himself so that people fadly have
i n him. But faith is a much misunder st bandotherdfeanthey T h e
cannotobtaini s often a far cry from the Biblebds idea of f a

Faith is built on understanding what God has revealed

Understanding what God has revealeth& vital first ingredient of faith, but it is badly undemphasised today. At
the heart ofChristianity lies the fact that God has revealed Himself and what He is doing. We need to take this
revelation seriously becau§&od Himself has repeatedly told us thaderstanding what He has revealed is crucial

For example, when God punished 1| srael for her sin an
peopl e wild.l go into exile for lack of understanding
Jesusd ministry as well , aasdwhaehe is feig.c.ake 24e27) glrefact, gehugre h e ar

faith in Jesus is impossible until we have some genuine understanding of who he is, as we will see in the next few
studies.

There are at least three reasons why it is so important to understand what God has revealed:

o |f the God who created the universe has taken the trouble to speak to us, then the first step in a right relationship
with Him is to listen to and understand what He has said.

e God is so unimaginably great that we cannot know anything abouektieptwhat He has revealed. So we must
work at understanding what He has revealed if we want to know God and what He is doing.

e Some of the most important truths about God doappearto be true and are rejected by the culture we live in.
But it is essential that we grasp these truths because they are fundamental to Christianity. For example, the world
we live in often looks as though it will continue forever, but God has revealed that He will one day bring it to an
end and judge all who have ever liyédis impossible to understand what God is doing without some grasp of
this truth (2 Peter 3:33).

So faith begins witlunderstandingvhat God has said in His revelation aaaknowledginghat it is true.
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The Bible is the record of what God has revealed

Faith, however, involves acceptiroly what God has revealed, not what He has not revealed. Christians are not
gullible people who accept anythingo believe things God has not said is not faith, but presumd&onhow do

we know what God has reveatedhe answer is th&od has revealed Himself in the Bibléhere are two pieces of
evidence to support this assertion:

e God has revealed Himself primarily in and through Jesugsee e.g. John 1:18, Hebrews-B)1and we learn
about Jesus and what he said from the BibleThe Old Testament prepares the way for Jesus (see e.g. Luke
24:2527, 4448), and the New Testament tells us about Jesus and what he didMdfeabout ... Luke the
historianin Study 2, pl8, for why Lukieds!| gonspegives nupaamn accurate |
person and work.)

e Only the Bible is absolutely trustworthy.J esus 6 words and wor ks, most notabl
good evidence for the fact that he is God in the flesh and that what he says is tiMo(see a b o u't Co J
miraclesin Study 4, P33, for details). Jesus in turn has endorsed the Old Testament as true and bestowed
authority on the New Testament authors to write truth under the inspiration of the Haty(&yar e.g., Luke
24:454 9 ) . We <can, therefore, rely on the Bible as being
God may speak through other means but everything that purports to come from God must be tested against the
Scriptures, so only the Bible can reveal new things about God.

Faith, therefore, involves understanding and accepting what the Bible says.

Faith is living in obedience to what God has revealed

Obediencé s t he second ingredient of refelationihessential buunoterough:t and t
the Bible tells us that even the demons do this (James Z&8M is living in the light of what we have come to

accept intellectuallyin other words, faith is being so convinced that what God has said is true that we let His
revelation shape the whole of our lives, including our values and our decisions about what we will do with time,
energy, money, careers, relationships, etc. For example, faith means living to please God (since He is our Lord) and

in the lightof eternity (since He has told us to set our hearts on things above, e.g. Colossians 3:1); conversely, it
means not living for ourselves and for this world. It also means trusting Jesus for our salvation, rather than thinking

that we can save ourselves.

So faith is aconscious decision o br i ng our behaviour into |line with Godb©d
a feeling, although, of course, feelings may be associated with the decision. But the feelings we have are not a good
guide to the statef our faith: all Christians experience times when tfesllike trusting God and times when they

do not. True faith is continuing to trust God and to live in the light of His revealed Weéspitethese feelings.

True faith will grow
True faith is not a static thing that we obtain when we become Christians but which never changes after that.

e True faith involves becoming more obedient to what we understandNone of us is perfectly obedient in this
life, but true faith will seek to become more obedierth®God who loves us and whom we love.

e True faith will seek to understand more about God and what He has revealefaith in the God who created
and now upholds the universe, and who loves us enough to send His only Son to die for us, must {gadtus to
to know more about Him. But increased knowledge gives us more to accept and more to live in the light of.

Faith is the very opposite of Adam and Evebs r

Adam and Eve rebelled against God by refusing to accept the truth of His word and refuisiagntehle light of it
(Genesis 3:77). It is appropriate that, as God works to undo the effects of the Fall and to rescue us from it, He calls
us to live as they ought to have done but did not.
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STUDY 7
LUKE 8:4-9:9  avHoIsTHIS? 6

THE STORY SO FAR

The further we get into Lukebs gospel the cl ea

predominated so far:

1. Who Jesus ispr the person of Jesus

2. What Jesus has come to do.

3. How people are responding to Jesudhis consists of two suthemes:
e The Jewsd rejection of Jesus and his calling ¢
e The response Jesus seeks, which is faith. This is what characterises the true Israel

The main themes so far, their importance, and how Luke has structured his gospel to major on them, are
examined more closely Kore about ... the themes and structure of Luke sorfgr54.

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

This passage is really a continuation of the previous one: the only reason for making a division is to avoid
an excessivelyong study. Luke continues to stress the themes of the person of Jesus and the response o
faith that Jesus is seeking, in contrast to the response of rejection that has predominated so far. Luke
focuses on two aspects of peopleds response to
1.Jesus d e xwhyvariows pdomerare oeSponding in such very different ways to him.

2. Howpeople are actually responding to Jesus at this stage of his life.

Luke wildl show wus that there is more to faith
everything to follow him, yet we will see them rebuked for their lack of faith! They can only really have
faith in Jesus when they understand properly who hewvsich is why Jesus continues to reveal himself.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

An Overview of the Passage

1. What are the main subsections of this passage? Give each subsection a title that highlights its main
point. (This exercise is a valuable means of getting into any passage of scripture. THeethgible
study (#7)p.51, for help on aswering this question.)
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Focus on ... why various people are responding to Jesus in such different ways
(8:5-21)

2. Look at the parable of the-8dbl)er and Jesusbod

expl

a) What, accordi ng t othidoerdextsis meansby itsteing sowre €THiIHI® Wh a't

less obvious than it looks. Remember that the context is how people are respoddsugto

b) What are the four possible respons el§ why
do somepeople respond correctly while others do not?

o Godods

3. According to 8:15 and 21, what is involved in responding correctly to Jesus? What privileges are

given to those who respond correctly? What does this mean?

4. [Optionat In 8:10 Jesus gives another reason why various people respond to him differently. What is

it? (We will see how this reason fits in with the reason Jesus gives i8,\WB15 later on in Luke
e.g. in theMore about.. in Study 13, [26.)]

Supplementary note: What does 8:16-18 mean?

These enigmatic verses make sense and fit the c¢gd
what Jesus has been saying in perspective. 189 Jesus says that the O6kno
Godd i s gisome,and io 838yandtl5 Jesus states that ordgmewill resist the temptations of th
world, the flesh and the devil and respond rightly to the Word of God, i.e. to Jesus himself and what he i
But, like a lampJesus has come to be revealed, not hiddad,one day the whole world will see who he is (V]
Our fatethen when Jesus is revealed to everyone as Lord of the universe, will depend on how we respon
now(v18), at a time when his true glory and power are still veiled.

nt ext
vl edge
e

5 saying.
7).

d to him
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Tip on Bible study (#7): Subdividing a passage
When studying almost any passage of Scripture a good way to get into it is to divide it up into its

natural

subdivisions. Subdividing is a tool to help us interpret a passage cotrgahserving what the author is saying and

how his account or argument is developing. Usual
ways are wrong in that they do not reflect the passage accurately, while others are particularly helpful in

Iy,
jiving us

insight into the passage. But every passage is different and must be treated as such. For example, some passag

divide up naturally into quite small units, while others have larger subsections.

Having subdivided the passage, thenéxesp i s to give each subdivisio

noa o6

of the subdivision. The object of this is to help us see what each part of the passage is about. Trying to work out what

a whole passage is about can be very daunting,
Looking at each subdivision in turn is a way of reducing the task to manageable proportions.

Having divided the passage into its natural subdivisions and seen what each is about, we can embaikmat

par

har

very helpful, step, namely to see how the subdivisions fit in with each other. For example, sometimes threle or four
subdivisions might form part of a larger subsection, making one point. Sometimes they form a developing argument.
Whenever we discover patterns like this we make real progress in working out what the passage is saying and thus
what God is saying. For example, in Luke-82 there are four incidents, each of which may be put in a separate

subdivision. However, all four can also be qgoaed t oget her as related in
coming, as stated in 5:32, as we saw.

Focus on ... how people are actually responding to Jesus (8:22-9:9)

5. What is Jesus demonstrating authority over in &&2 Which of these have we not seen before,
why is it important (see e.g. Psalm 10Z)2

6. a)In82225, what does Jesus <criticise his di
response to the storm understandable but wrong?

ci der
and
scip

b) Wh a't d oes spomse todlhiesswribpfdreelseés urs® miracl e show

understanding of who Jesus is? How do they respftedJ e sus & miracl e, a
in this way?

Supplementary note: Why does Jesus send the demons into the pigs in 8:30-33?
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This part of the incident is very odd. The best explanation of it is that it shows vividly the number and destructive

nature of the demons that Jesus is casting out, and so it shows the magnitude of what Jesus is doing. This would

make it fit well withtheot her miracles of Luke 8, where the magnitud:
stressed (e.g. in vw224 the wind and waves araging, and the boat is igreatdanger), and where the genuinengss

of the miracles is clearly shown (e.g. in v55 the girl is given something to eat to prove conclusively that she is alive

and well).

7. In8:263 9, how do the people of the region of the Ge
respond in this way, and in what way is their response wrong? Whalemesdo as a result?

8. Look at the incident in 8:4@2, 495 6 . ( N. B. When Jesus says, in v52,
he means that she is qrmanentlydead.) How do you think Jairus felt when Jesus paused to deal
with the woman before going to his dying daughter? How does Jesus want Jairus to respond to the
news of his daughtero6s deat h?

9. Letds summari se whatbéwe have | earnt from 8: 22

a) How do the various people in 8:38 respond to Jesus? How much understanding do they have
about who he is?

b) Why do you think Jesus lets his disciples worry about drowning and lets Jairus suffer the news of
his daughterdés death? (Presumably he c¢cl®ulhd have
what situations do you find it hard to trust Jesus?
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Supplementary note: Is 9:1-6 giving instructions about how we should engage in Christian ministry

today?

Some Christians think that Jesusd instructions t

area mandate to us to drive out demons and cure diseases. However:

1. The contextof this passage is how people are respondingesus We should expect this passage to be al
something related to this theme.

2. Theconclusionof these verses is actually 997, and this is aboutJeddssrandhidg
about who the people thinkesusis. This is strong evidence that Luke is still concerned about how peop|
responding to Jesus.

3. Thecontentof 9:1-6 is largely about how people respondl&sus and the message about him. For examplg
instructions of v3 are designed to make the di
vv 4-5 are instructions to the disciples about how to handle different responses to their message about Js

4. There is no indication that any of these instructions are meant for us rather than just for the specific

situation that the content and context imply. This is particularly significant since almost everyone agreeq
apgies only to the original historical situation. But it is wrong to decide that some bits of a passage app
and that other bits of the same passage are specific to the historical situation, unless theaeraasons fronj
the text to legitimise it.

So these verses are probabbt meant to be instructions for us about how to engage in Christian ministry.

o hi
bout

5 de s
le are

b, the
scip
BSUS.
nistorical
that 9:3
y to us

Luke 9:16 is still about the need to respond correctly to Jesus (seSupplementary note abgyédout
the disciplesbd6 milstsintrodoceiw®. i ncl uded pri ma

10.1n 9:7-9, who do the people think that Jesus is? Why does it matter that they think this?

Closing Headlines
11. What are the three most important points Luke is making in this passage?

12. Which of these main points has most struck you? How will it change the way you think and live?

53



Luke 8:49:9

CONCLUSION

Everyone who accepts Jesus becomes a member of his true family. However, many people are rejecting

him, so Jesus gives his hearers two reasons for why people respondediifé¢ | v t o Godds reve

His Son. Together with the reason we saw in the previous study, this gives us three reasons in all:

1. Those who know their need for forgiveness accept and love Jesus, while those who are not aware of
how great theid#0need is donbét (7: 36

2.The worl d, the flesh and the devil are al/l at wa
they are opposed to whagsuds saying and doing.

3. God is sovereign in choosing to reveal the truth to some and not to others.

These thee reasons must all be held together. To ignore reason (3) is to ignore the fact that God rules this
universe. However, the first two reasons also have a vital part to play, since we are responsible human
beings.

But Jesus is stildl beyond everyoneds comprehensi ol
over death and the forces of nature. Even his own
Son who will not drown futilely. In other words there is little sign so far of true,faéha faith built on a

correct understanding of Jesus (Mmre about ... faithn Study 6, p47). However, as Jesus continues to

reveal himself, people are filled with amazement, astonishment and fear, and are wondering who he is
(8:25, 9:9). As yet their suggestions are completely inadequat@(®:7 and t he question i
change?6.

MORE ABOUT ... THE THEMES AND STRUCTURE OF LUKE SO FAR

In each of our studies so far we have tried to identify the key themes of the passhgfesiracontribution to the
overall picture of Luke. The time has come to examine why this is such an invaluable exercise and to summarise

what we have | earnt about the O6big pictured thus far.
Why are Lukedbdés themes and structure so I mport a
The bookés themes and structure are important because:

e The key to understanding what Luke is saying lies in the overall thrust of his gospe&luke was a competent
writer, so his principal ideas are communicated in the overall argument he develops throughout thef bairse
book, rather than in details buried in obscure places.

e God is saying what Luke is sayingGod is the author of Scripture, and He chose to use human beings whom He
inspired through the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20,21). He communicates through what the human authors are saying.
If the human authors were not writing what He wanted to say, then He could easily have chosen other people or
an alternative means of communicating.

So, putting these two points togethiéris essential that we keep our eye oa big picture if we are to hear what
God is actually saying in Luke.

What are Lukeds themes so far?
Lukebs main points in his firs-+telatedmaietheamesapt ers are expre

1. The person of Jesus is fundamentaEverything Luke wants to tell us is either about this or related to it. We
have seen that Jesus is:

e TheChrist born of Davidodés | ine i n-38,6875).i | ment of the OId
e TheSon of Godconfirmed as such by God the Father, compared and contrasted with Adam:(2R1

e Someone who has Go dénsadpgoateda fulfibhis chission (B.9. 836, 812356).

e The focus of true religio(b:33-6:5).

2. Jesus has come to do a specific joBll his actions are directed towards this end. He has come:
e To rescue Goddés people in ful@68i7Ghent of Godds Ol d Te

e To rescue them from the consequences of the iRghlarticular from the power of Satan, from sin and from
death (4:113, 5:1726, 7:1117).

e To rescue them for benefits to be enjoyetthénnext world6:20-23).
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e To O0redefined I|srael (i .e. those who \6il223). be save:
3. How people respond to Jesus matter eop |l e wi | | not automatically bene

Jesus is the judge as well as the rescuer {B7)b

e The Jews as a whole have rejected.himThi s i s what | ed Jeswuls). to call t

e The response Jesus is looking for is faBlt proper faith is based on a right understanding of who Jesus is,
and his is still absent as we enter Chapter 9 (e.g.-822

e Faith is a response that only some will h&ve36-8:21).

e All kinds of people are beginning to respond with faiticluding Gentiles (7:10), prostitutes (7:360), rich
women (8:13) and ordinary Jewish men (e.g. the twelve apostles).

Wh a't i s Lukebdbs structure so far?

It may appear as if Luke has merely thrown together a series of incidents in rather a disordered fashion. But Luke
claimed, in his preface (1:4), to be writing an orderly accounthpdawe have seen that this is, indeed, the case. In
fact, in what we have studied so far he has given U
second phase further divides into two:

1:5-3:20 The preparati on .Gaolpreparesshe way fondesaos. st r y
3:21-9:50 The beginni ng oJesuslhbeginsite r@veahwho hesstandyvhat he will do.
o 3:21:6:49 Hi s actions show that he is Godds Son who
e 6:12-9:50 He begins to f orhawed@aouhdsmsdlfr ue peopl e,
Each of Lukebs three themes develops in these sectio
The person of Jesus The work of Jesus Responses to Jesus
1:5-3:20 He is predicted to be the Sq Predicted to be the rescuing g (Predicted to include rejection, by
of God and Christ Godds peopl e relatively minor theme)
3:21-6:49 | He reveals himself through | The rescue will be from the | The Jews as a whole beg t
his power and authority Fall and enjoyed in the next | reject Jesus, but many follow him
world
6:12-9:50 | He continues to reveal Calling the true people of God Faith is essential to a right
himself, but people struggle (i.e. defining who will be response, but faith requires a righ
to understand who he is saved) understanding of who Jesus is

What are the implications of all this?
There are two main implications of what we have just seen:

e | f the emphases observed ab o We mustrcencehtiate eud attention hoegn mu
what we would likea find in Luke but on the person and work of Jesus, together with our response to him. It is
very tempting to think that God has something to say on all the issues that interest@sd has His own
agenda for what He wants to say to As Christians, we know that God is entitled to decide what He wants
to say.

e We must read every incident in this part of Luke in the light of these themkesu k e s mai n concer
his gospel is to communicate these themes, so it is reasonable to assummertthing he writes is directed
towards this end. If this is the way he wrote it, then we must read it this way. For example, an understanding of
Lukebds priorities i n -6drensteneanthosea neodesfor sasymtgathertare abbut feoww 9
people are responding to Jesuswhich is exactly the conclusion we reached, on other grounds, in the
Supplementary Noten p53.
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STUDY 8
LUKE 9:10-50  &HE cHRIST oF Gopé

THE STORY SO FAR

We have seen three main themes ind_gk far.

1. Jesus is the promised and longwaited Christ, the Son of God

2. He has come t o r,iesthenay|s@el drdnsSatpreandatte effects of the Fall.

3. He is looking for a response of faithi.e. a recognition of who he is, and a consequent willingness to
accept him, listen to him, obey him, follow him and trust him.

This is what Jesus has been revealing about himselMeez about ... the themes and structure of Luke

so farin Study 7, pb4). However, no oné& not even dhn the Baptist recognises fully who he is or what

he has come to do. This may seem astonishing in the light of everything he has done, but Jesus is too
surprising and controversial and does not fidt t h o
miracles clearly show that he is utterly extraordinary, so people are now wrestling with the question of

who this person is (8:25, 9:9).

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

This passage is cruci al in the depoietindpmesd of nLa ki
Until this point Jesus0O emphasis has been on reves
Jerusalem to die (9:51). This passage, in fact, |
ministry, and there are significant developments i

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

An Overview of the Passage
1. Divide the passage into its main sections and give each section a tiflep($&€),p.51).

Focus on ... the feeding of thef i ve t housand and Peterds <con
(9:10-21)
2. a) The importance of the miracle in 9:18@ is seen in the fact that it is the only miracle, apart from

Jesusd6 resurrection, to be recorded i n al | four
power?
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Supplementary note: What is the significance of the feeding of the 5000 (vv14-17).

Verses 1417 ar e meant to remind the Jews of the Ol d| Test
obscure, but the exodus was thestimpor t ant event in |Israel6s historly. Fu
Israel during the exodus was one of the means by which the nation came to know God (Exodus 16:12), and a jar of
this 6bread from heavend was one of the most crucial
16:3234). Even in New Testament times the special significance of the manna was clearly remembered (Hebrews
9:4). Furthermore, the Jews were waiting for God to perform another rescue like the exodusrésadout ...
Godds r ean@ble SopHy aenforming one of the key miracles of the exodus, Jesus is implying thgt he is
about to perform this rescue. This understanding is confirmed by the fact that what Jesus will accomplish in
Jerusalem is referred to by Moses and EIlijah as| an ¢
Finally, the fact that this miracle pointsboto t he ex

b) What great Old Testamentexnt does this miracle allude to? (See Exodus-18;land note that,

in the Greek, the word transl at e OptionataMmodoasd i n
Jesus allude to this event? (You may find it helpful to readthmlementary notebove andore
about ... Gordpdlk) rescue pl an

3. What new development do we see in Ww21® ? Why is this important?
description of Jesus radically different from

Focus on ... what Jesus now begins to teach (9:22-26)

Now that he has been recognised as the Christ, Jesus goes on to teach his hearers what thishimplies.
is essenti al since many Jews had .debastH® ofauohbhn
brief but important, and he will often return to the points he now makes.

4. In v22, what does Jesus say wil/l happen to hi
would have been surprised by this? Do they surprise you?
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5. Jesusd f aowfoumrefter rmviayg to himself is 6Son of Mang
comes from Daniel 7:94. What is given to the Son of Man in Daniel 714® From Daniel 7:90,
when will he be given this? So what is Jesus speaking about in Luke 9:267?

6. In w2326 Jesus tells his disciplé®w they should live anavhy( not e t he o6f or &6 wi tt
begi ns. In the Greek, v25 and v26 also begin wit

ayWhenmust we Ol osed our | iAnmdevkenwillfour lives bea sawed?t(le s av e
need to be clear about this if we want to see what Jesus is saying. Use your answer to question 5.)
How does this fit in with what Jesus himself is doing (e.g. from v22)?

b) According to these verses, how should Jesusbo
(note the emphasis on O6med and Omyo6) teach us a
does this mean in practice for us?

Focus on ... the transfiguration and what happens afterwards (9:27-50)

7. In w2836, what is said by the voice from the cloud? (The voice is God speakieg e.g., Exodus
19:9.) Why is it important that God should confirm who Jesus is (particularly in the light of what
Jesus said in 9:227)?
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Supplementary note: What does v27 refer to?

This verse has caused a great deal of confusion. Seeing it as a reference to the transfiguration is probahly the be:
explanation. This is strongly supported by the fact that the transfiguration is linked closelgesighatords of Jesus
in all the gospel records. Not only does the trlansfi
but it is connected also by the explicit mention of how many days elapsed (which is unusual in the gospels).

The meaning of the phrase o&ékingdom of Godd al slo su
referred, in ancient times, to thetivity of ruling rather than to the territory over which a king ruled. So rather|than
thinking of the kingdom of God as a p& we need to think of it as thale of God, exercised in all its fullness and

glory. This glorious rule will come only when Jesus returns as king, so no one has yet fully seen it; but the three
disciples are to se#esus in all his kingly gloryin other words, what Jesus is promising is confirmation of his dlaim

to be the Son of Man who, one day, will exercise this rule for ever. This is precisely what the three disciples see
during the transfiguration. Interpreting v27 as a prediction that his claibe tthe heavenly ruler will soon be
confirmed also explainahy Jesus says these words at this pbisdmething that many alternative interpretationg do
not do.

Supplementary note: What is the significance of Moses and Elijah in vw30-367?

Moses was the giver of the Law, and Elijah was considered the archetypal prophet, so together they represent the
Old Testament. The point of vw38L is that the Old Testament bears witness to Jesus. But Jesus is far greater than
even the greatest Old Testament charactand, in w353 6 God Hi msel f corrects| Pet
proclaiming Jesus to be His ultimate revelation.

Despite Godds confirmation of hi m, Jesus0.still

8. a) In w4445, what do the disciples still not understand? Why do they need to understand this?

b) What are the disciples arguing over in v46? What does this show that they do not understand?
[Optionat How does this fit in with what Jesus has been revealing about himself?]

Closing Headlines
9. a) What does this passage teach us about who Jesus is and what he has come to do?
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his hearers a

0

Supplementary note: Why does Jesus refer to

At first sight it is not c¢clear why Jesus says

because of his disciplesd failure to drive the
when we see that Luke uses v43b to link the healing of the pedskeg very closely to vw445, where Jesu
shows how different his
Jesus 6 Goaidérst Siomn: i s going to suffer and die in t
else is absorbed with the issues of this world, like driving out evil spirits (i.e. the exact oppasite)nder Jesu
calls them unbelieving and perverse, and tries to get his disciples to understand.

b) What have we discovered thas not come out clearly before? Why does Jesus introduce
ideas here? Why are they important?

10.At this stage i Lukeds gospel how are t

responding wrongly to him?

n

11. What is the main thing you have learnt from this passage? How will you apply itPifSg8))

Tip on Bible study (#8): Applying the Bible (1)

The aim of all Bible study is to produce a transformation in our lives. As we hear what the living God hiasl |
we must not merely file the information away in our minds. We neegpfdy the passage, and there are th
guestions we can ask ourselves to help us do this:

1. Have | understood the passage correctly within the flow of the bookPhis is the essential foundation for
application. If we miss out this step we might end up trying to respond to what God has not said!

How should this passage change my values and priorities, i.e. my understanding of what life is abo
Genuine biblical application is not ahu t superficial changes O6boltd
profound change does not occur easily! It requires changes to our fundamental mindset and attitudes
will only happen as we think through and mull over what God has said to us through His \&qutbcess
sometimes calledheditatingon His Word (cf. Joshua 1:8)and so all ow our thin
priorities and perspective.

What changes to my behaviour should this lead to®nce we have discovered and understoodtv@w@ is
saying, we must act on it. Specific changes may not result from every study, but over the course of the

2.
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CONCLUSION

The feeding of the five thousand eaches us much about. Jesus6 iden

e It shows J ersateswvhichaidsonhethingyonlyt God can do.

e Even more importantly, it shows that Jesus is performiregseueike the Old Testament exodus. The
Jews were waiting for a rescue littés (seeMor e about . . . beldw, tbrodetails).e s c u e

e This is what the Messiah was expected to accomplish, so Jesus is at last recognised and confessed :
the Christ.

As soon as he is called the &ChrsorsofGhristlhe reallysis. b e g i

e He will suffer and be killed in this world, in contrast to Jewish expectations that he will be a military
leader who rescues them from Roman occupation. Worse, it is the Jewish leaders who will be
responsible for his rejectiorowever, it will not be until almost the end of the gospel that Luke tells
uswhyJesus must die.

e But he will rise from the dead and rule an everlasting kingdom imeéxeworld. This is what was
predicted of the 6Son of Mandé in Dani el 7 s o

¢ More than this, he is the divine Son of God, and this is attested by God Himself at the transfiguration.

Jesus then tells his disciples how they must liviei.e. in the light of what sort of Christ he is.

e They, like him, willhave to sacrifice their lives in this world: the world to come is far more important.

e But o6l osingd their | ives i-deniatoféverythingn Rdthdr itimeansn o t
living for Jesus, and his kingdom in the next world, instéade. following him and publicly
acknowledging him.

But, the disciples still do not understand Jesusd e s pi t e Pet er ds confessi on
e They cannot see that Jesus is far greater than any of the Old Testament men of God.
e They cannot see thadesus must die in this woridhis kingdom is not of this world but of the next.

e They cannot see that real greatness is, therefore, not measured by the criteria of this world. What
matters is their service of Jesus, and this will result in them being considered least by other people in
this world.

¢ In other words, we see them failing to understand precisely what Jesus has just revealed to them.

MORE ABOUT ... GODG RESCUE PLAN

The Bible is about Goddbdés great r e lsiscgreat resclie, theiBible nee@rdsp | e .
many examples of God rescuing His people, in a variety of situations. Two stand out, and it will help us understand
how Jesus is rescuing Goddéds people i f we examine the

The exodus is the great Old Testament example of God rescuing His people

In the exodus God intervened to rescue Israel from slavery in Egypt, and this rescue led to the establishment of Israe
as a nation. It was during this rescue that Israel really came to know God, since God told her that Hewanted t
known as aRescuer(e.g. Exodus 6#, 20:2), and much of her religion was built around remembering and
celebrating this rescue (e.g. Exodus 128).

The exodus also forms tipeototypeo f al | Godébés ot her rescues. I'ts main
¢ Israel was incapable of saving herdetthe was in slavery.

e God intervened to save her because of the promise He had made to Abraham.
e He did so by His immense power (seen e.g. in the plagkesdus 711), and through an individual (Moses).

e Rescuing Israel involvedujd g e me n t falling on Godds enemies (i.e.
judgement because of the sacrifice of the Passover (Exodus 12).

e Godds rescue did not end with |srael being taken o
enjoying a relationship with God in it, i . e. it iny

apparent fulfilment seeMore about ... Old Testament promisesStudy 1, pl1).

e But Israel did not obtain the promisedhithimmediately. Instead she had a painful journey to it across the desert,
and she was called to trust God in some difficult situations.

The exile is the occapamoesesobréscuodds great est
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Many centuries after the exodus, Israel was exiled from the land God had given her. This was a result of the fact that
she had sinned, even though God had warned her from the beginning that if she did sin she would be exiled (e.g.
Deuteronomy 28:1:87). But, even as He sent her into exile, God promised tleatlap He would rescue her in a
6second exodusd (e.g. |l saiah 11:12,16).

However, this promised return from exile did not happen in Old Testament times. A return of sorts occurred,
beginning in about 538 BC, but it was not the return predicted, and what God promised was not fulfilled then. For
example, God had promised that the return would be marked by immense prosperity, but this did not occur.
(Compare Isaiah 51:3, 54: 112 with Nehemiah 1:3!) So the Old Testament ends with Israel looking forward to God
accomplishing the rescue He had promised.

The rescue promised is so great that we must ask what
include, for example, nothing less than a new creation, unblemished by the Fall (e.g. Isaibb).1Thls cannot be
referring to anything in this world, so the dérescued p

Canaan. Instead what is being promised is the rescue of humanity from the Fall itself, i.e. from our exile from Eden
hencethe promise of a land like Eden (e.g. Isaiah 5).3

In other words, the Old Testament begins with the Fall and ends with God promising a rescue from the Fall (see
More about ... the contrast between Jesus and AdaBtudy 3, [26).

How does all this affect our wunderstanding of
There are four implications of all this for our understanding of Jesus and the gospel:

1. The heart of Je.sThisiOmadealeak not osly by thes New €estament, but by the tifrthst
whole Old Testament which Jesus has come to fdfilistianity is a religion of rescue

2. The Ol d Testament backgr oun dThis belps) exain svbly Luke stresges this f his
theme without enlarging on the details as much as we might expect.

3. Jesus is rescuing us from the FallThere are two pitfalls into which we sometimes fall. The first is to neglect
the idea of rescue altogether and the second is to imagine that what Jesus came to rescue us from is whatever may
be troubling us inhe hereandnow (e.g. physical sickness, unemployment and lack of happiness). The Jews of

Jesusb6 day fell i nt o tFhlle ssdrauamad idfy 6tsh e@gg e attr op 0.b | Bunt, tah
in the final judgement , when the penalties of t he Fal
absolute and everlasting. It is only when we understar
of us is.

4. This rescue will be along the lines of the exodu3here are many iplications of this. Three, which are worthy
of special mention because they are often neglected today, are:

o We are totally unable to save ourseleesl so are completely dependent on Jost like the Israelites
(cf. Romans 5:6).

e Although we have been rescued by Jesus through his death on the cross, we do not yet enjoy all the blessings
this will bring. Instead we are like the Israelites in the desert, journeying to what God has promised and
having to trust Him in situations that are often tough. In fdogt,main comparison that the New Testament

draws between us and | srael i n the Oih the desegetga me n t i S
Hebrews 3:74:2.
e Godds rescue of His peopl e wil I(ieieveryané else). Manypepplane nt f ¢

would like to have rescue without judgement, but this is not possible: redcom jsidgement. One day both
will happen (e.g. John 3:36, 1 Thessalonians-%:B3.
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STUDY 9

LUKE 9:51-10:42  GvHAT MUST I DO TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE? 0

THE STORY SO FAR

Luke has so far shown us that:

e Jesus is the Christ and the Son of God.

e He has come to rescue Godds peopl e.

¢ He is looking for people to respond to him with faith.However, the Jews in general have rejected
him, and his disciples have only justgunto recognise who he really is.

At the end of the previous passage, immediately after his disciples began to recognise who he is, Jesu
revealed more about what sort of Christ he is and what sort of response he is looking for. In particular:

e He will be rejected, and wi I suf fer and die in
(9:22).

¢ He will rise from the dead to rescue us for thenext world, which is where his kingdom is (9:22,
26) , so his death wil!/ neither contradict the

¢ His disciples should respond, therefore, by living for the next world, not for this one (9:236).

Hi s disciples, however, are stil!]l a | ong way fr

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

We are at a turninrgoint in Luke, and the focus now shifts to the content of what Jesus is teaching his
disciples. What we will see in the next few chapters is not, however, independent of what we have
already seen, for in his teaching Jesus spells ouinipkcationsof what he has already revealed. In
particular, in this passage:

e Jesus tells his disciples more about what is involved in following him
¢ He shows them why knowing and following him is so important

¢ He says more about how afndividual can be saved and brought to eternal life This subject has
so far been dealt with only briefly.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

An Overview of the Passage
1. Subdivide the passage and give each section a titl§is€#7)on p51).

9:51-56 is a transitional paragraph. Though we are less than half way through Luke, Jesus is near the
end of his time on earth, and now he begins his last journey to Jerusalem. These verses show that the tim
has still not ¢ ome tfoped, bul this willsnét becthre €ane ferever,tapwelwid sed e s
later on in this passage.
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Focus on ... 9:57-62 (what is involved in following Jesus)

2. In 9:57-62, what does Jesus say is involved in following him? What general principles can we learn

from these specific instructions? What practical implications do these principles have for you?

We will only be prepared to pay the high price of following Jesus if we realise who he is. This is why
Jesus reveals himself before showing what following hilninviolve. Another reason for paying the

price of following Jesus comes from seeing the resufistdbllowing him, and Jesus now turns to this.

Focus on ... 10:1-20 (the importance of following Jesus)

In 10:1-1 6 , Jesus sends his disciples to prepare
kingdom. This message is so urgent that they are not even to pause to greet people they might meet

(10:4). The focus of these verses, however, is what happens to those wlobagitkept this message.

t he

3. a) In 10:1616, what does Jesus tell his disciples to do when they (and their message) are rejected?

(cf. Acts 18:6) Why, according to v16, i s
b) What is the 6dayé referred to in v12?
di sciplesd message? (The st@8)y of Sodom i s

Supplementary note: What is the significance of Jesuld®d r ef

\

reject
Wh a 't
gi ven

erence

In the Old Testament, Tyre and Sidon were notoriemsmies of God and His people, and the prophets predicted

that God would punish them terribly (see, e.g., Ezeki22) . Jesusd point is that
have repented if they had seen him and what he is doing. So the cities of isrgeKorazin and Bethsaidathat

haveseen him but stildl wonbét repent are even wor sif

the last day when God comes to judge the world.
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Luke 9:5210:42

4. a)In 10:1720, what do the disciples appear torémicing about? But what does Jesus tell them they
ought to be rejoicing about instead? Why does he say this? (See, e.g., Revelatiet62@1:10,
27.)

b) I n what way is Jesusd view in 10:20 surpri

Focus on ... 10:21-42 (more about the importance of following Jesus)

5. a) In 10:2124, what are the main things Jesus teaches about how people get to know God? By
comparing v21l withw22 4, who are the o6little childrend o

b) What ae the main things vv224 teach us about Jesus? What does this teach us about the
importance of following Jesus?
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Supplementary note: What is the significance of the Samaritans in 9:52-56 and 10:30-377

The Samaritans were people who lived in part of the territory that had once belonged to Israel. They were in part
descended from those Israelites of the old northern kingdom who had not been sent into exile in the eighth century,
but they had intermarried, and their religion was a corrupted form afddr 6 s , based on on|ly the
the Old Testament. The Samaritans and the Jews hated each other, which explains the animosibg oft &5»
makes the behaviour of the Samaritan in the parable of -BX3@terly remarkable, far beyond what any neal
Samaritan or Jew could have conceived of, much less done.

6. In order to understand 10:Z correctly we will need to be clear about their context. So look first at
10:3842. What is the O6betterd thinthawabdoing, Whgisy chos

A

Jesusd statement actually quite surprising? What

7. In 10:25 a question is asked which sets the agenda for the next eight chapters. In fact, the section is
rounded off by a return to this question in 18:18. The answer is important, but it is also controversial
and unpopular, so Jesus presents it subtly, and we need to disentangle his ans\gmpiéeee

a) In 10:2537, what is the primary question Jesus is answering?

b) What is the initiaknswer Jesus gives in vv28? To what extent is it possible for anyone to fulfil
these requirements? Justify your answer.

c) So how is eternal life to be obtained? (Be careful, the answer to this is not the obvious one. To
answer it correctly we need to think about tbatext,.e. v2124, 3842.)
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Tip on Bible study (#9): Using the context of a passage to help interpret it

We saw in theTip in Study 3 (p24) that it is vital to bear in mind the context of a passage if we teambderstand
that passage correctly. However, we need to do more thaohsstvewhat the context is: we needuseit to help
us understand the passage we are studying. We can do this by asking ourselves questions like:

e |Is Luke using the passage r@inforcea point he has just made? If so he usually has a slightly different angle
each time, and it is worth trying to identify what that angle is.

¢ |Is he using the passagedevelopthe truth he has just taught? Often Luke wants to build a complex argumen
which case we can grasp what is happening only if we see that each bit is one element in a larger whole

e Is he using the passageexplainor illustrate what he has just said?

e |s Luke starting or ending a section? If he is, there may be no direct connection between passages on different
sides of the section break. However, it is uncommon for a passage not to have a close relationship with at least
one of its immediate neighbours.

An example of the importance of using context is in the parable dbtloel Samaritan (10:237). There Jesus |s
reinforcing what he has just said in 10:24 and what he is about to say in 16488 But in the parable he is putting
the negativeside of his argument, i.e. how eternal lifen® obtained. In order to understand the significance of all

three pieces of teaching, we must take them together. Otherwise the first and third show us that Jesus is [important
but they do not fully tell usvhy. Conversely, the second (i.e. the parable itself) may appear to be onhhatowe
should love our neighbour since the clues which indicate that it is not about this can easily be missed unless the
context warns us to be on the leoit for them.

d) What evidence is there in w25, 29 that the expert in the laatisonestly seeking the answer to
his question, nor being honest with himself? In the light of this and your answers to (b) and (c) above
what is the point of the parable in 10:307?

Closing Headlines
8. What does the passage teach us about knowing and folldesug, and why this is important?

9. What is the main thing you have learnt from this passage? How will it affect your life?
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CONCLUSION

Up to this point in Luke, Jesus has been revealing who he is and helping his disciples understand this. In

this passage Jesus begins to spelldwytknowing him is important.

e We need to understand who Jesus is if we are to follow him, because following him will be very costly
and we will only be prepared to pay the price if we see who it is we are following.

e Everyone who will not follow him, but instead rejects him, will be condemned when God judges the
world.

e The one and only true God of the whole universe can be koaolythrough Jesus.

e Eternal life canonly be obtained through Jesus. If we want to achieve it on our own we need to
achieve Godos st an d perfattly which is Impodsibie.df wé thinkiwe agan [bve m
God perfectly, an honest attempt to obey 1830will show us the impossibility of achieving even
the much easiettask of loving ou neighbour. (N.B. It is quite easy tbink that we can love our
neighbours. We only discover the difficulty of fulfilling this command when we obey what Jesus says
in v37, and try todo it by showing genuine and practical love to neighbours we actually hate or
despi se. To meet Godds st an deverydposside ootasipnot jisth ow t hi
occasionally!)

So knowing Jesus is essential. It is the only way to obtain the benefits of what he offers us. This is
incomparably more important thaanything we can do, even in his name or for him (10:20, 42). This
does not mean that serving Jesus is not valuable the contrary, the Bible often tells us that we must
serve himi but it puts even our most worthwhile service of him into its true perspective.

MORE ABOUT ... WHO JESUS IS

We have noted repeatedly that this theme |lies at the h
what we have seen, to look more closely at the answers that Luke has been giving us, and to see hensethe div
pictures we now have of Jesus fit together.

Jesus fulfils the Old Testament

The Jews knew that the Messiah they were looking for is predicted and explained in the Old Testament. However,
they did not take on board all that is said about him there, so they had a distorted expectation of what he would be
like. In fact, one of the main purposes of the whole of the Old Testament is to point to Jesus (e.g. Matthew 5:17,
Luke 24:2527), so we need to examine what is said there in order to understand whkae¥esls about himself.

Jesus is the Christ or Messiah

This is the best known of Jesusd titles and the most i
earlier when God promised King David that one of his descendants would rule Israel for ever (2 Samlf). 7:12
| srael s hopes for this promised king grew as successi

especially the case when | srael l ost her monabylorhy altog
but failed to obtain the blessings God had promisedNkee about ... Old Testament promisesStudy 1, pl1, for
details). As she |l ooked forward to the time when the 6t

promisesf hi s é messianicd king was seen to.be the key to the

The Jews, however, were expecting a human king who would rescue them by military might, as David had. As we
have seen, Jesus is not this sort of Messiah. Thel&@thment clearly indicates that God was in fact promising a
divine Messiah who would rule in a new creation (e.g. Isaiatv981:19), but the Jews ignored this because they
wanted a political salvation. Their resultant rejection of Jesus is a sobering warning of the need to avoid false
expectations and to be clear about what God has actually promised.

Jesus is the Son of God
In the Old Testament, the king is occasionally referred to as the Son of God (e.g. Psalm 2). This does not, however,

meanthatdal i ng Jesus the 6Son of Godo6 is merely another way
to Jesus, is a title divinity, as events |like the transfiguration and ve
calls Jesus 0Godd (e.g. John 1:1). The reason why the

the concept of O6kingd was given to | s Thasthe Olddestanmeatb| e h e
king is sometimes described in ways that really poidegus, i.e. the Old Testament references to the king being the
0Son of pré@beticand seallg refer to Jesus all along.
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Jesus is the Son of Man

This is Jesus6 favourite ti
given all authority for ever, but his kingdom cleablgginsa t
it must be a kingdom in the next world rather than in this one.

tle for himself and it c¢
the time of Godods-14f.8onal |
The Jews do not appear to have connected this title with the com Messi ah. Jesus®é empha
result of two closelyrelated factors:

e A desire to correct the Jewsd6 focus on this world b
e A desire to reveal himself as he really is, free fr

Jesus is the suffering servant

This is probably the most surprising side to Jesus. The idea comes from Isaiah, particularly Chapter 53, where the
prophet predicts thaBod will send a man who will save His people from their sinsuifering and dyindlsaiah

53:312). This facet of Jesusd6 |ife is one we have only
Lukebébs account as Jesus nears Jerusalem, where |saia

The Jews did not associate this Old Testament picture with their fiop&tessiah. In fact, they may have thought
that Isaiah was talking about Isread a whole The prophets do occasionally talk about the people of Israel as
though they are an i nahiofvthe duffexihg,serviant is farlto® aleadyra deal indivedsatfori p t

this to be the case here (e.g. Isaiah 504 wher e t he servantds physical fea
would be the case if he were just a metaphor). The J
surprising; after all, who would think that 1|srael s

These descriptions are all of one man

Luke shows wus Jesusd first di s cetspl Jessis thmtt they ayegdeding. grhey o
appear to be particularly puzzled about how Jesus can be the Messiah and also be rejected, and why he is not seekir
power and glory in this world (either for himself or for his disciples). However, we can now see that the key to
understanding Jesus is being clear aldhat is for this world and what is for the world to come

e Jesuss the Messiah, but his rule will only be properly exercised and universally recognisednextiveorld,
after he has come to judgeegyone who has ever livédso he is also the Son of Man, as foretold in Daniel 7.

e As Messiah, Jesusil e nabl e Godds people to enjoy all that God
them from their 6exiled in this nxoworldd in order to g

e I n order to rescue Goddés people from their sins,
kingship and his suffering and rejectiontimis world, because his rule is in eternity.

e Godbds et er n atorld aanh be entrusted tdtleis Messiah because he is the divine Son of God.

Why is it important to know him as he is?

We can now see why Jesus has concentrated on revealing who he is. A right understanding of Jesus is essential:
e in order to undertiscluding His r&oud 6f &lis geaple pna Blie falfilment of His promises.

in order to respond to Jesus with genuine faitithich we need to do if we are to benefit from his rescue.

e in order to | ive i nii&.dothenektavarld @hene Jesus wilGeighd s pl an

in order to worship Jesus correctiyot her wi se we might find that the 061J
Jesus, just as the Jews found that the Messiah they longed for was not the one God had promised!
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STUDY 10
LUKE 11:1-12:12  NOTRELIGION!

THE STORY SO FAR

Luke 9:-50isaturmningoi nt i n Lukebs gospel. Before it, Luke
what he has come to do. Luke also shows us how people are responding to Jesus and thehaisponse t
Jesus is looking for. Luke 9:51 begins another major section in which we have already seen that:

e Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem to suffer and accomplish the rescue he came for (9:22, 31, 51).
e Teaching continues to be Jesusd priority.

¢ What Jesus is teaching is linked to what he has already revealed. So we have seen him teaching people
why knowing him is important: he is the only means of knowing God (10:22) and the only means of
gaining eternal life (10:232). Rejecting him leads to condemnation (BeL®), but following him
demands everything (9:552).

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

At first sight this passage looks confusing. It appears to be a jumble of different teachings interspersed
with some brief references to what prompted them. Further, it is not obwiopthis teaching comes

here. (We cannot avoid the questions of why this teaching comes here, and how it fits together, by saying
that Jesus is simply responding to various situations: Jesus could have replied differently to the questions
and omments he received, and Luke did not have to record these incidents.) But closer examination
shows that everything that Jesus is saying is focused on one major issue, and that this is an issue that is
crying out to be dealt with here.

In order to understand this passage we need to keepntsxtclearly in mind. In the previous passage,
Jesus began to deal with the question of how a person obtains eternal life (e.g. 10:25), and this subject
sets the scene for the current passage. Using this contexdnweake sense of what is happening in this
passage.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY
An Overview of the Passage

1. Subdivide the passage and give each section a title. (The complexities of the passage make this a
harder exercise than usual. Keep an eye particularly on what Jésashimgabout.)
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Focus on ... 11:1-13 (prayer)

2.

Luke 11:24 i s Lukebds ver siipmbaldyfthe bastknolnopragedad all imealy e r
it, Jesus is giving his disciples instructions on what to pray about.

a) What are té first two things Jesus tells his disciples to pray about (i.e. in v2)? What are they a
prayer for? (This may require some thought: considdesne ver yone wi | | honour
can we learn from the fact that Jesus starts with this?

b) What are the two things Jesus tells his disciples tofprag v4? What subject lies at the heart of
both these requests? Why does Jesus say so much about this subject?

c) The items we looked at in (a) and (b) account for 80% of what Jesus herestélisciples they
should pray for. What practical implications does this have for what you pray for?

Tip on Bible study (#10): St udyi ng Lukeds more complicated pas|/sage

Bible passages like the one we are examining here are not easy. They contain complicated material, put together in
manner that appears confusing. Many of us are tempted, therefore, just to dip into these passages, and wg shy awe

from studying them seriously. As we have seen, however, authors like Luke did not just throw theirl materia
together, and if we do not sort out what they are saying we will miss some great treasures.

There are three questions we can use to help us tackle any passage, and these are particularly helpfu] with har
passages.

1. What are the main sections in the passagd®is a great benefit to be able to study one major section at a|time.

If we look at several major sections together there will be several main ideas, which will make things difficult.
(SeeTip (#7),p.51, for more information on how tdivide a passage into its major sections.)

. What is the main idea in each section®dentifying this will show us where the section as a whole is gaging.

Further, trying to express this main idea as precisely as possible is a good way to increase our understanding.
How do the various parts of the section fit in with this main theme?n other words, we use the theme e

spotted in (2) as the key to open up the passage. If we have got it right, then all the other pieces should fit in

around the main theme. Ingmtice we often find, initially, that some parts do not fit, which is a good indicgation

that either the section we have chosen or the theme we have identified is not quite right. For example| in Luke

82256 the main theme is 6Jesusd amazingomathoddrt yt &
and all the elements of this section contribute to this theme. Initially in our study of this passage, however, we
might think that the theme is 06Jes uudiceoikeyaerdesliged , b
8:25, which alerts us to the fact that our initial theme is not accurate enough.

1158 il lustrate JesusoéOl&morkegésetftatupoontshéenl a4t
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3. a) What is the main point Jesus is making in 4109 What do vv113 add to this?

b) In the light of what Jesus taught in 1:B:2what sort of request is Jesus promising this sort of
answer to? How is this confirmed by his promise that the answer will take the form of the gift of the
Holy Spirit? (See th&uppementary notén Study 2, pl5, for help with this.) How does this fit in

with what we saw at the end of the previous passage (i.e.-12)21

Focuson..11:14-36 (the Jewsd0 growing hostility towar

4. In 11:1416, what are two ways that some of the Jews attack Jesus? What are the two answers Jesus
gives in 11:1719 to the first of these attacks? Having shown why the Jews are wrong in their
analysis of what is happening, what does Jesus say (in-22)246 actually occuing?

5 But not everybody wil/ benefit from Jesusd vict
willbenefi t? How does this fit with Jesus6 teachi
context of this passage)? What implications do J

In 11:2426, Jesus is probably saying tha¢ginningas a Christian is not what matters. Rather, what
matters iscontinuingto belong to him, so that the evil spirit cannot return. Jesus will retuthisatruth
later on in Luke.
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Supplementary note: What is the édsign of Jonahé (11:29)7?
Jesusd contemporaries -dvamdndchd ,m whi plerbHfe rme fsu ges [t0m nd ¢
of Jonahoé which is that Jesus wil |l rise from the de
worl dé inside a | arge fish (see Matthew 12:40). [Even
a sign ondemand, because this is hardly the sort of sign they aréntpddr! The real significance of the sign pf
Jonah is that Jonah gave the Ninevites a final var ni
this for his contemporaries (as we will see).

6. In 11:2936, Jesus answers the second attack mentioned in2/{gee th&Supplementary noter
help with v29). In w30, 32, how did the Ninevites (who were very wicked) respoddotan a h 6 s
preaching? Why does this make the responsk efs costé@mporaries all the worse? So what will
happentoJesGs cont emporari es?

Jesusd reference to the Queen of the South c¢omi

Focus on ... 11:37-12:12 (an argument over what true religion is)

Jesusd6 teaching in these verses is triggered b
normal Jewish religious practice of the time (11:38), and the issue of religion underlies all that is said in
this section.

7. What does Jesus criticise the Pharisees about in-##3%Vhat is wrong with each of these thihgs
(See thesupplementary not®r v44 andMore about ... Christianity and religioon p75 for further
help.) In what ways do you behave in a similar manner to the Pharisees?

In 11:4552, Jesus criticises the experts in the law in a similar way. But, because they are responsible for
teaching, their errors actuallglirectly harm others (11:46, 52), and so are even more dangerous.

Supplementary note: What does 11:33-36 mean?

These complicated verses ftormhthdewsdclatdiack .t dhe&gs w
point of a lamp is to shed useful light. Similarly, the point of what we hear and see (i.e. about Jesus) is to shed useful
light in our minds (i.e. to change us). If we perceive Jesus wrongly then we will not be spiritually sound. So ve must

make sure that we understand Jesus correctly. Then w
to the Jews by pointing out the consequences of their continuing to misunderstand who he is.

Supplementary note: What does 11:44 mean?

In Jewish understanding, walking over a grave defiled a person and so rendered him or her unacceptalile to God
until purified. An unmarked grave, therefore, is a piece of countryside (possibly very attractive countrysife) that
defiles people without them realising it. The Pharisees are the same in that they do great spiritual harm, despite their
outwardly fine appearandeor even spiritual helpfulness!

8. Luke 12:312 continues the attack on Jewish religion (note 12:1b
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a) In 12:1 Jesus warns his disciples against being hypocritical like the Pharisees. How are the
Pharisees (as described in 11489 being hypocritical? Why is hypocrisy foolish, according to 12:2

3? What is Jesus referring to when he says (32)2 t hat wil.e.r.ytthe nmade known:
answer to this comes, implicitly, in 1234.)

b)In12:48, whom are Jesus 6 di7swhatpré thestwotraasonisffoefaaring? Fr o
him? How does this fit in with what Jesus has just sai®:1-3?

c) Accordingto 12802, what does right 6fearé involve? Why
More about ... Christianity and religioan p75, hel pful .) I n what ways do
how should you be 6fearingé God more?

Supplementary note: What is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (12:10)?

Luke 12:10 has caused many people to worry that they might have committed the unforgivable sin. Thesg worries

are caused by taking this verse on its own, withmnsidering other relevant parts of the Bible: this leads to

unhel pful specul ation. But this is not Godoés intention,
Passages like John 3:16 and John 3:36 clearly statewbigtonenvho believes in Jesus will be saved and that he is

the only criterion determining who will be forgiven. Therefore, blasphemy against the Holy Spisibe the same
as rejection of Jesus. I'f this is the cahemyagaindhtegn t he ¢
Holy Spirité and oérejecting Jesusd be the dghoooghthée hi ng? T
Holy Spirit(cf. Luke 3:22) and, furthermore, that when Jesus saves a gergpves him or her the Holy Spirit
(cf. Luke 3:16, Romans 8:91). In other words, blasphemy against the Holy Spirgjicting the Spirit as He works
in Jesus and not accepting the Spirit by not becoming a Christian.
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Closing Headlines

9. What are the main things this passage teaches about hobtaia eternal life? What are the main
things it teaches about why many of the Jewsmdtlobtain eternal life?

10. Which of the main points of this passage has most struck you? How will it affect the way you live?

CONCLUSION

The key issue in this passage, 6how can we obt
thought the answer was to be scrupulously religious, but Jesus rebukes them severely for this. Their
religion is actually all about doing things thather peopleawill admire and approve of, rather than being
about whatGod will approve of. They are ignoring the fact that God, unlike other people, looks at our
heart, not superficial appearances! But, although other people can affect our lives in this world, it is God
who ultimately decides our fate in eternity. Further, He cares for and helps His people, even in this world.

This passage shows us, by contrast, that eternal life

e Comes by asking God for it He is a good God, and will give it to us if we ask for it. However, our
asking must be genuine, and this will be seen in prayers that acknowledge our unworthiness to inherit
eternal |l ife unaided and a desire for Godo6és ne

¢ Involves a rescue from Satanwhich is possible only because Jesus is stronger.

e Requires a response of being on Jesusd side, [
Godds.word

¢ Requires a response of being concerned with what God thinks/hich involves trusting His care,
publicly acknowledging His Son Jesand relying on His Holy Spirit.

MORE ABOUT .... CHRISTIANITY AND RELIGION

In this passage Jesus criticises the Jews fiercely for their religious practices. We need to be clear about how the Jew
had gone wrong in their religious activities, because theyghtthat what they were doing pleased God. It is very

easy for us Christians to fall into the same trap and to think we are doing what God wants, when, in fact, we are
displeasing Him.

Goddos criticism of the Jewsd religion

In the New Testament we s@esus rebuking the Jews even for aspects of their religion that appear to be honouring
God, such as their concern to keep the Sabbath holy (Luk&l$:and their concern to tithe everything they have
meticulously (Luke 11:42). However, the fact that t
something new. In the Old Testament God rebukes the Jews repeatedly for their religious practices. Often this is
because they are engaging in idolatry, but sometimes He opposes their religion ayyaeaits to be focusing on
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Him, the true God. For example, in Isaiah He says thdtdtestheir religious festivals and offerings (Isaiah
1:11-14). He even says that He will not listen to their prayers (Isaiah 1:15)!

So what is going on? All these are things commanded by God Himself. Why is He criticising the Jews when they do
them? The answer is that they are abusing what God has given them.

The problem with the Jewsd religion

At the heart of Godds <criticism heosetically fecusing entGod, is ant t he

practice focusing on human beings. They are more concerned with what other people think and respect and value

than with what God thinks and values. Luke 11527gives us some good examples of this.

The Jews are concerned with what other people see, rather than with what God sees

The Jews were concerned with issues like the ceremonial cleaning of themselves and the dishes they ate from, and

with the meticulous observance of rules governing how much they had to give t¢L@axl 11:3942). The
situation had reached the stage where those who kept these rules best were highly respected (cf. Ma#thew 23:5

However, Godds concer n inside arfd the reaithisthat om the iasideevaryens toesywhdt i k e

i's wrong in Godb©ds -12).yWeall ekperience feegsnlike greed,Just,1hatred, selfishness, envy,
etc.

Being outwardly religious will not deal with the problems inside ourselves. Insteligtriictsus from facing the

real problem. Soeven when the Jews were following rules instituted by God, they were neglecting the real point of
those rules, which is to show us how sinful we are and to teach us the only solution to this problaely God

Hi msel f. As a result, God sternly rebuked the Jews,
their hearts are far 7). @hat GodWwants§ i$ feras tadonfe2sour sir¥ulnesMizonektly 7 :
and sorrowfully and to turn constantly to Him for mercy (seefsglm 51:417).

The Jews are concerned with religious activity, rather than with getting into heaven
The Jews were not halfearted or slipshod in their concern for rules about issues like ceremonial cleaning. On the

contrary, groups like the Pharisees knew that God has high standards, so they had very demanding rules that they

strove to keep. However, they had lost sight of what the point of it all was. They no longer saw their religion as
being about getting into heaven (Luke 11:52, Matthew 23:13). khdtesy turned their religion into a great edifice

that was more concerned with religious activity as an end in itself, and they ignored all that God had revealed about

His forthcoming judgement. But rescuing people from j u
passionate interest. He sent His Son to die to accomplish it!

Goddéds main concern is with our fate in eternity. He i s
Luke 11:3), but what happens in eternity is far more irgo. The worst that can happen to us now is a pale

shadow of what will happen to those who end up in hell, and what happens there is everlasting. Conversely, the best
that can happen now is the faintest hint of heaven, and
focus is on the future.

The implications for us

The Jews are far from unique in doing all these things in their religion. On the contrary, all of us are, by nature,
concerned with outward show and activity and with impressithgrs. It is, therefore, very tempting for us to

introduce these into our religious activities, even while we think that we are really doing what God wants.

Often Christians have succumbed to this temptation, becoming religious in a way that has attracted many, but
abandoning the real God and what He is doing. But this
their backs on what God hadtually said in the Old Testament. True biblical Christianity is, in fact, so unreligious

that somegpeople have said that it is not a religion at all!

The problem of deceiving ourselves and turning away from God while thinking that we are pleasing Him, is made

worse by the fact that there are so many different ways of doing this. Just because we have not succumbed to the
religious ceremonies of some or the legalism of others does not mean that we are doing what God wants!

The only solution is to keep checking that our OChri sti
sinful human desesi however much they may be dressed in the cloak of religion. However long we have been
Christians, we must keep studying the Bible to see what God has really said, and we must keep examining our own
hearts and motives to ensure that they are in |line with

76



STUDY 11
LUKE 12:13-13:21  TREASURE IN HEAVEN

THE STORY SO FAR

From Jesusd baptism to 9:50 the focus was on
himself, what he came to do and the response he sought. FB&: 51 t he emphasis h;

teaching, as he goes to Jerusalem to accompl i sh
teaching has been closely related to what he revealed iF9321and it has focused on how a person
inherits eternal lif¢ whi ch i s what Jesus came to rescue Godgd

o Eternal life comes through Jesus aloneand a rejection of Jesus leads to the opposite of eternal life,
namely condemnation (10:42).

e Our part is simply to ask Godfor it (11: 213) and tarespondto Him by hearing and obeying what
He says (11:28), and trusting and acknowledging Him (1R)5 but this will cost everything we
have (9:5762).

e Obtaining eternal l'ife in this way i14:3A52). st ar k

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

This passage is almost entirely taken up with one major theme.

e In 12:1334 the theme is introduced.

e 1In 12:3513:21 Jesus draws out various implications from the theme.

If Jesus spent so much time teaghboth his disciples and the crowds about this issue, then we need to
discover what it is and what he has to say about it.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

An Overview of the Passage
1. Divide the passage into its main subdivisions, and give each subdivision a title.

Focus on ... 12:13-34 (the key theme introduced)
Jesus introduces the subject in response to a request from the crowd.

2. Letds |l ook at JesusoO -Anistheeparable wid Gie, rwhhat st s i t
attitude to life? What does Galay i s wrong with this? How doe.
comment in v15?
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3. Letos Il ook next at Jes us3dabbutleow theéynirgcontrast tchthesnand i s c i |
in the parable, should 1|ive. (Note the O0therefo
just said.)

a) What are the three main reasons Jesus gives his disciples for not being concerned about the things
of this world, like food, drink and clothing?

b) What are Jesusd di eesthiprhear® t o seek instead? Wh

c) What does it mean to have 6étreasure in heaver
for why such treasure is valuable? How does v33 summarise what Jesus has been teaching in vw15
32?

d) What does v34 mean? Why does Jesus put the verse this way around, when we might expect him
to say that where our heart is our treasure will be as well?

4. Summarise the truths Jesus is teaching in \84.3s simply and clearly as you can. How, in practice,
should these truthdfact your life?
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Focus on ... 12:35-13:9 (three implications of the key theme)
5. We begin with 12:3818, the first implication of what Jesus has just taught.

a) In vw3540, what are the two pictures Jesus uses to make his point? What is the poi
making? How does this point fit in with what Jesus has just taught ir3425

b) What additional point does Jesus make in v482as he answers the question Peter asks in
How shoul d Jes u43affettgoardifée? ng in vv35

nt he is

v41?

6. Thesecond i mplicati on 4 conles i 0X483. Thesa ®markable words 1 2
do not fit with what most people think of Jesus. What point is Jesus making irb@?5How does
this point fit in with what he taught in vwi%4? How does this change your understanding of Jesus?

Supplementary note: Does 12:46 mean that Christians can lose their salvation?

The conclusion of Jesusd warning about the wunfalithf

appears to be the clewraching of passages like Hebrews-6:4But there are other passages, like John 128

which seem to say the opposite. So which is the

case

lose their salvation, but then, from His perspective, He chose us before the beginning of time (Ephesians 114)! From

our perspective we chose to accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour and so can choose to leave him: thi
solemn warning not to do so. See Mere about ..in Study 13, (26, for more details.

Supplementary note: What does 12:49-50 mean?

The 6fire6 Jesus is referring to in v49 is prob

to in v50 is his own death. He wants judgement to begin (possibly because that is when everybody will hon
but it still lies in the future. Before it can occur he must die, and his death is now beginning to cast its sha
his life. The problems that Christians face of patient endurance (48)3&ndfamily division

5 verse is

bl y
£ur God),
ow over

(12:51-53) result from the fact that both v49 and v50 are true. By his death he will call out a people of God|who do

not belong on earth, but they will have to continue to live uncomfortably in this fallen world until the judgem
will bring it to an end.

Supplementary note: To whom does the fig-tree of 13:6-9 refer?

ent that
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Our tendency, when reading this parable, is to assume that #hedigefers to us and indeed it does. But primarily
the fig-tree refers tdsrael, and details likahe timescale of one year (vv8) apply directly to her. Within a year

Jesus will have been killed in Jerusalem, and Iseel(natiofh will have lost her last chance to respond to what

God is doing. This niewskrdigiodscendes id 13r1@6) adl the inavenrelebayt. Bat the

fig-tree also refers to us in a secondary sense because we are in a similar situation. We cannot, however, apply
details like the ongeartimes c al e; t hi s becomesppal ff ibcaf 6cloé opar abl eds

7. In 12:5413:9 Jesus develops the third implication of what he taught in -B&1%le begins by
rebuking his hearers for not understanding the times they are living in {8@)5&hese verses will
be clearer if we begin with the parable Jesus tells in93:6

a) What does 13:6 r ev e all about Godbés per s peapplememaryo n
note for what the figt r ee r epresents.) How does this hel

present time in 12:569? How, therefore, doessies want his hearers to behave?

b) What additional point does Jesus make in -B2How does 12:543:9 fit in with the key idea
that Jesus taught in 12837

The incident recorded in 13:407 shows the continuing fruitlessness and lack of repentance of the
Jewish religious leader$ and this despite the fact that they have been warned of the approaching
judgement (e.g. 3:18). It also confirms the chasm Jesus described between the Jewish religion and

Godos wil-l212)see 11: 37

8. [Optiond: Luke 13:1821 is an appendix to this section. It deals with the question of how Jesus can

t hi
Y

say that the kingdom of God has come (e.g. 11:20) while teaching that our focus must be on the next

world. According to these verses, what does the kingdom look like now? (cf. Mard2..}ote
also that in the Greek original the yeastigdenin the flour.) When will it be seen for what it is?]

80

n

u



Luke 12:1313:21

Tip on Bible study (#11): The danger of reading too much into the text
There is a danger, in studying any biblitext, that we will go further than the text allows us to, and read in

more

than the author intended to say. This can occur, for instance, when we come across a word or phrase whigh refers
a subject that we know about. It is then so tempting to assume that the biblical author is saying what we think he

oughtto be saying at this point, rather than looking to see what he is actually saying.

Two problems can result from this:
1. We may miss what God is really sayingbecause we see only what we have reauliselves.

2. We may read in things that God is not sayingOne reason for studying the Bible is to check that whahimné&
is biblical really is, but reading in more than the author is saying defeats this objective.

For example, in Luke 11:80 Jesus is saying that the only thing we have to do to obtain eternal life is to ask the

living God for it. It is tempting, however, to read into these verses a promise that we will obtain anything
for. But, if we do this, we run into problems because thisoisaur experience. Worse, we will miss the v

important truth that this promise does apply in an undiluted form as far as obtaining eternal life is concerned,

ve pray
bry

The way to avoid reading in too much is to take nothing for granted and to examine carefully what the passage we

are studying isctually saying. When we study a passage our aim is to seethditaparticular passage is sayin
Only afterwe have worked out what that is can we begin to fit it in with what we thought we knew.

.

Closing Headlines

9. What is the most important thing you have learnt about what eternal life is really all about, ac
to Jesus? How, therefore, should we spend our lives in this world?

10. Which of the main points of this passage has most struck you? How should this change the
live? What practical steps will you take to change?

81

cording

way you



Luke 12:1313:21

CONCLUSION

In this passage Jesus continues his teaching on eternal life. We see that obtaining this life requires faithful
perseverance in waiting for Jesus and repentingiro However, the focus has shifted frdrow we
obtain life towhatthis eternal life is.

We have seen that the | ife Jesudifeihthenext wondThist o gi ve
idea is the theme that unifies and underlies the whole passage:

¢ Life in this world is transient and may end at any time, so we should not be concerned about it.

e The kingdom that God has promised to give His pedpdand that we are to seékis in the next
world, because only that will endure forever. Our focussirg and efforts should, therefore, be
directed to this next world, and the way to do this is to realise that this is where our real treasure is.

e Jesus has not come to bring blessings like peace to this world. On the contrary he is bringing conflict
to this world as people respond to him in different ways.

e For Christians, l'ife in this world is about wai t
in the meantime. God is capable of providing everything we need while we wait, so we should leave
that to Him.

¢ Life now is the last opportunity to repent and so obtain eternal life.
e One day, Goddbés kingdom wil|l be enor mous, but i n

MORE ABOUT ... HOPE FOR A NEW CREATION

Our hope for eternal life in the world to come lies at the heart of biblical Christianity. It is impossible to overstate its
importance, and yet this hope is being largely neglected today. This is partly a reaction to the jeer that such a hope is
6pie in the sky when pomdtodhisetaunt byBhaglectivgeur hopesfor the nekt waorld; s
eternity is absolutely central to true Christianity as God has revealed it in the Bible.

Godds purpose is focused on the world to come
The truth we need to establish right away is that true,
The evidence for thisisthath e most cruci al parts of the Bible all s ho

world, i.e. on the new creatiofror example:

1. Godbs pramemiceaien ar e of

Godds promises are the foundation on which the Bible i:
much of the Bible is about Godds fulfil ment of these p
promises, as we have seen (e.g. Luke-T.69) . But Godb6és most i mp o rnéwacreationpr omi s e

which is not in this world (e.g. Isaiah 65:2B1 seeMore about ... Old Testament promisesStudy 1, pl1, and
More about ... Jesus dmdamin Study 3, (26, for details).

2. God is rescuing us for this new creation

The Bibleds primary descri pti onresaudéorsdveGoudstds npend pslte y( @ .sg .
1:6875) , which indicates the centrality of rescue in God
promises and examples of God rescuing His people so that we might understand His rescue plan. But a rescue
always involves being rescuém a dangeffors o met hi ng g o o de of Hisnpdopl&thrdughsJesusess ¢ u

for anew creatior(e.g. Ezekiel 36:2867 seeMor e about . . .inShoyd8)ps], fordetaitsue pl an

3. The overall shape of the Bible shows the importance of the new creation

The overall structure of the Bible reveals that the ob
The Bible may be summarised as follows.

¢ In Genesis 3, right at the beginning of history, humankind rebels against God and is cursed.

e In Genesis 1247 God begis His plan to rescue humankind by promising Abraham that his descendants will
enjoy what they had lost at the Fall in Genesis 3.

¢ In the rest of the Old Testament we see that what God is promising is, in fest; ereation and this is not
fulfilled in the nation of Israel. (Sedore about ... Israeih Study 5, p40, for details.)

¢ Inthe New Testament Jesus accomplishes the rescue that is needed before we can enjoy the new creation.

e The Bible closes with a vision of the new creation @ation 21:122:6).
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What God has promised for the world to come

The reason why the new creation is so cruci al i s tha
of time, will come to fruition (e.g. Ephesians 118, 1 Corinthians 15:228). The main elements of this new
creation can be summarised as:

e God is going to create a new heaven and a new edehwill do this to replace what was ruined in the Fall (e.qg.
Revelation 21:45). In this new creation there will be great blessing evetlasting life to replace the curse and
death of the Fall (e.g. Revelation 21:4, 22:3). There will also be peace and harmony (e.g. Isai@b)65:17

e God will establish His perfect rule in this new creatibhu manki nd rej ected Godoés rul
creation we will enjoy it again, and it will be exercised through Jesus. It is true that God rules now, but His rule is
opposed and rejected by many at the present time and is often not visible. In the new creation His rule will be
clearly seerand universally accepted (e.g. Ephesians 1:10, Philippiansl2:1Revelation 22:3).

e God will make us new creations tdo.this new creation we too will be perfect, without the weakness, mortality
and sinfulness that afflict us now (e.g. 1 Corinthians 1542 2 Corinthians 5:17 indicates that this process has
already begun, but the context of this verse shows that wexpi#iriencébeing new creations only in the future
(2 Corinthians 4:16%:4).

e God will live among His people in this new creati@®@d s pr esence in our mi dst
blessings that we lost at the Fall. We will, however, enjoy it again in the new creation (Revelation 23142, 22:3
and Jesus goes so far as to say that this is what eternal life is all about (John 17:3).

What God is doing in this world

But if all these blessings are for thextworld, then what is the purposetbfs world? And are we not to enjoy these
blessings now? The answer is that God is at work in this world to rescue His fuedpkenext world. ®d has not
promised us the blessings of His new creation in this world. This is why Jesus can say that he has come to bring
conflict in this world (Luke 12:553), and also why he tells his disciples to lose their lives for his sake and to be
prepared to suffer for him (e.g. Luke 9:28).

Does this mean that there is nothing for us to enjoy now in this world? On the contrary, God has given us His Holy
Spirit now, and the Spiritds job includes ghasegeat eei
joy now as we look forward to that future (2 Corinthians 5:5, 1 Pete®)1:Bhe Holy Spirit also gives us a foretaste

of the relationship we will have with God (e.g. Romans 8&52627). But this joy and this foretaste of heaven do

not contradict the teaching of the rest of the Bible that we will suffer and face hardships now (e.g. 1 Peter 1.6, 4:12
19, 5:10) . I n fact, the apostle Paul describes this
where 6we gtromame ¢boghedg with our heavenly dwell i ng6é
midst of this suffering as we look forward to our wonderful and certain future in eternity.

We should live for the world to come

Since Godds plan to bring about a new cr eias theoBiblei s a
repeatedly affirmg to base our lives on the fact that this is what will one day happen. As Christians we are those

who passionately want Goddswekuoow powsvenderful iowillbe. Scawe shoutdp | i s
look forward to the next world, live our lives in this world for the next world, and resist the temptation to live for this
wor |l d. As Paul sai d, 6t o me, to Iive is Christ and t
hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than al/l me
The hope we have |l ooked at here is said by the New T
and Ol ov e dhristianfIn face Panl gaysathatthope is the foundation for the other two (Colossians 1:5). So

|l etds pray that God would help us to |l ook forward tc
Peter3:13).
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STUDY 12
LUKE 13:22-14:35  wHO WILL INHERIT THE KINGDOM?

THE STORY SO FAR

When Jesus began his final journey to Jerusalem (9:51), his emphasis shifted from revealing who he is to
teaching about eternal life. So far he has said that:

e Eternal life comes through Jesug10:1624)1 whichis why he could begin to teach about this only
after he had revealed who he is aatiter his disciples had begun to understand who he is. But we need
to respondto what he is doing, e.g. by asking God for eternal life (IlBPand listening to and
fearing Him (11:28, 12:4.0).

e Eternal life cannot be obtained by any other meanslesus teaches this unpopular and controversial
truth by statements and parables which force his
futility of the most popularlgernativesi good works (10:287) and religion (11:32.2:3).

e Eternal life is about life in the next world, not in this one Our natural tendency is to focus on this
world, but we should set our hearts on heaven (2343This world is transient (12:4280) and is not
the place of blessings, like peace, but rather a place of conflict (523%6] . I n this worl
disciples are to live in anticipation of his return (1245.

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

Jesusd teachi ng c o nife and, inehgs passage,fhe dealsswittotwo fuetheeaspedsiof |
this great subject, both of which arise naturally out of what he has just said. The structure of the passage
is similar to the previous one, with the two issues (which are closely related) first introduced and then
developed. So:

e 1In 13:2230 the two issues are introduced.

e |n 13:32%14:35 the two issues are examined in more detail.

Neither of these two issues is entirely new but, by bringing them in here, Luke records how Jesus is
making clear somradical and controversial points which have previously only been hinted at.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

An Overview of the Passage

1. Subdivide the passage and give each subsection a title. (Try to answer this question in such a way
that your subdivisions and titles expose and summarise, briefly but accurately, what Luke is saying.
Doing this well is not easy, but itds very hel pf
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Focus on ... 13:22-30 (the issues introduced)

2. a) What are the three most important points Jesus makes iR26y26 hebegins to answer the
question in v23?

b) What doesw28 0 i mply about who will/l be admitted i
inadequateeffort to be saved, according to vw29? Why will there be a time when it is too late to
enter Gododés ki ngdoBi3eecplShboer ee .agh.o uMal.a.c.hiG&W)ols f i

Focus on ... who will enl424 Goddés kingdom (:

There are several different aspects to this issue and Jesus deals with each of themTinetdinst of
these aspects is dealt with in 13:34:6, and Jesus introduces it by saying that he is going to Jerusalem,
where he will be killed (vw333, see th&upplementary noten p85 for more detail).

3. In13:343 5, wha't are Jesusd feelings towards Jer us
this shed on who is primarily being referred to in 13:30?

See thé&Supplementary notieelow for an explanation of the significance of the healing incident in@.4:1

Supplementary note: Why do two of Jesusd | ast miracl ek ldhyol ve
6)?
The miracles referred to in these verses are tw of

to each other and not particularly remarkable apart from the fact that they take place on a Sabbath. This grompts us
to ask what point Luke is making in recording them here, particularly since they do not, at first sight, fit with his
focus on Jesusd teachi ng. i practicea ths Jewish religous tedtadlishmenhie y
rejecting JesusJesus has been warning of impending judgement (358543:68), of the fact that many who afe
confident of their &érighto to &0)dodbtee fukilityofghe demishwelidiols i n
system as a means of gaining eternal life (152yand, in particular, of the need to accept him as the only means of
entering God?&9. Theikay gubsiion is (Whether 8r not the nation of Israel will listenstavarning,

but the response of the Jewish religious leaders (representing the nation) to his healing on the Sabbath shows the
they wil| not . They prefer to adhere to their religi
accept Jesus as Godbés Messiah with authority even ov

Supplementary note: What point are 13:31-33 making?

The Phariseesd approach to Jesus is probably intlende
Jesus says that helMnot be intimidated but will accomplish his purposes (v32). He will, however, move on, but
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only because his purposes require hisdéadhn d t hi s must happen in Jerupal em, 1
rebellion against God and also of His promises to her.
4, The second implication of the theme of-llwho wi | |

a) In these verses, what attitude is Jesus condemning? How does this fit in with what we h
seen in 13:2485?

ave just

b) What attitude does Jes say weshouldhave? From what we have seen in Luke so far (e.g- 9:46

how wi | | this attitude hel us

48,10:212 2 ) Y

5. Jesus concludes his teaching on who w24l |

get

get

i nto

i nt

a) What is the parable in these verses a picture of? How does this parable shed light on what we see

in 13:2814:6? (N.B. The parable helps us understand several different aspects ef4:8.28

Supplementary note: What is the significance of showing hospitality to the less privileged (14:12-14)?

In these verses, Jesus cannot be forbidding normal social engagements, because this would not fit in with
the Bible (e.g. the wedding feast at Cana, JohrlR)1 So, we need to read the verses in the context of this ch

where Jesusd main points are (1) many peopl e who
ensure that they are among those who are saved. The two main possibilities for the meanind 4farei2

e Jtisanehortation to value those who wild/l be in Gog
e |tis an exhortation to his followers not to look for gain now, but rather in the world to come.
Supplementary note: What is the feast referred to in 13:29, 14:15?

The Ol d Testament prophets introduced the idea

kingdom when it is finally consummated at the end of time. It is used, for example, by Isaiah in Isai@vateée
the prophet makeseh f i r st explicit prediction of Godds fi
is a reference to the new heavens and new earth that God will create.

the rest of
apter,

think

ki

o

ng

o f gr

h a l vict

b) What is wrong with the excuses given by those originally invited to the feast? What similar

excuses do we make today?
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Focus on ... what we need to d@85to enter Go:«

Having explained why many people who thought th
now looks at what we need to do if we are to isedisciples and so be among those wihib get into
Godods kingdom.

6. What criteria does Jesus give in v26 for being a disciple? What does Jesus mean by these
particularly since the New Testament also tells us to love our spouses and honour our parents, etc.
(e.g. Ephesians 5:26:3)? Which of these do you find hardest?

7. What would v27 have meant to someone in the 1st century? So what is Jesus actually asking his
disciples to do? How will this affect you?

8. a) In w2832 Jesus gives us tvexamples to illustrate one general principle. What is the principle?
How do the examples illustrate it?

Supplementary note: What do Jesusd® wor d8meandut O6saltodé in 14:34

These verses are a summary of W28 . Salt that is chemically pure car
century Palestine was far from pure. The sodium chloride could be leached out, leaving something which lopked like
salt but which, in fact, contai ned n onotautwad appedrances J e s

nor good beginnings, but remaining a genuine disciple to the end. Jesus underlines the importance of this goint in his
customary way, i.e. with an exhortation for those who have ears to hear to do so.

b) In v33, what does Jesus say that it takes to be a disciple? What, in practice, will this mean for you?
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Closing Headlines
9. What are the main truths Jesus is teaching in this passage? (Try to be brief, but exact.)

10. How should these truths affect your life?

Tip on Bible study (#12): The danger of reading too little from the text

In studying any biblical text we walk a tighdpe between reading too much into the text and reading too littlg. We
examined the former difficulty in th€&p #11) Let 6s now | ook at the | atter probl
order to hear all that God is saying. There are three questions we can ask ourselves to help us to avoid this|danger.

1. Have we taken account of everything the author sajdwithout skipping difficult phrases ogentences, or
incidents which do not appear to fit in with his main focus? We need to do this if we are to see everything he
wants to say. Often the reason we find bits obscure is that we do not understand the truths contained in them.
However, it is sometimes quite difficult to take account of everything the author said, and there may be g few bits
we cannot fit in even after we have worked hard at a passage and discovered a great deal. This is a rgflection of
how rich Scripture is, and it should not lead to despair. Instead, we should try to understand as much as
possible and resolve to return to the passage to understand more in the future.

2. Have we taken account of the contexand what it has to say about how the passage should be interpreted? As
we have been seeing in these studies, the context is often an invaluable aid to understanding what the¢ author is

really driving at. (See th8upplementary noenp85about Jesusd healing miracles ir
example of howthe context can help us make sense of two incidents which initially do not appear to fjt in to
Lukebébs main thrust, and so enable us to see mofe than

3. In the case of New Testament passages, have we spotted the Old Testament allusions the author is building
on? Remember that the Old Testament is the foundation on which the New Testament is built. For exgmple, in
9:1017, realising that the feeding of the five thousand is an allusion to the exodus is a great |help in
understanding the fulisgni fi cance of this striking event: ift is Je
who wil |l rescue Godédés people in a O6second exodlusd. Th
often not all that it ought to be! But a good commentary can help here.

CONCLUSION

I n this section we have seen Jesus teaching about
not everyone will obtain eternal life and, indeed, the time will come when it will be too late to choose to

have it. Spin this passage, Jesus looks at the questiavhofwill obtain eternal lifeand he returns to

the subject ohow eternal life is obtainedo that his hearers can ensure that they are among those being
saved.

88



Luke 13:2214:35

On the subject ofvho will be savedlesus teaches that:
1. Many people who think that they have eternal life will discover, to their horror, that they do not.
¢ Prominent among this group will be many Jews who think they are all right because of the
privileges God extended to them in Old Testamentgime
e But their exclusion will be their own fault because they rejected JeGusd 6 s i nvi t ati o
life.
¢ Their problem is that they think too highly of themselves and do not see things as God does.

2. God will fill His kingdom with many people who, in this world, are of little account.

The answer to the question lodbw eternal life is obtainet, by being a disciple of Jesus, as we have
seen. But we cannot be disciples if we are not prepared for the cost of it, so Jesus tells his hearers mor:
about whatthis involves. Following Jesus requires being so committed to him that we will take
everything that our culture considers most valuable and use it for him, or be prepared to give it up for
him, including:

¢ even the closest relationships in this world;

¢ everything we possess;

e even our very lives.

MORE ABOUT ... GODG FINAL JUDGEMENT

In More about ... hope for a new creationStudy 11 (82), we saw that God will create new heavens and a new
earth which will be free from the terrible scafgtee Fall and in which people will enjoy a perfect relationship with
God Hi msel f. Not everyone, however, wi || be part of
everyone, before it is too late, of the danger of missing out on this new creation.

There will be a final judgement

Before God creates His new heaven and new earth He will judge everyone who has ever lived in this world. Some
will be admitted into the new creation but many will not (e.g. Revelation 21:27, Luke-28)24nd hose who are

not admitted will be condemned to spend eternity in hell (e.g. Matthew 25:46). This idea is probably the most
unpopular concept in Christianity, but this does not permit us to dismiss it or ignore it. God is consistently portrayed
throughout the Bible as a God who judges Hi s enemi
Testament, we see God judging the Egyptians when they refuse to let His people go (e.g. Exe@usAbdt3
contrary to what some people suggest, God in the Nevwafiest is the same God of judgement. Two examples
showing this are, (1) Jesusd constant war ndb)nama (2)o f G
Johnds vision of the terrible final judgement5.whi ch

The reason that God judges is that He must do so if He is to be true to Himself and if He is to accomplish His
purposes.

At the final judgement God will totally destroy His enemies

Godds rightful pl ace Esnivase. Thishisenot GexauserHe is egacdntri® but kecause He t
is the One who made the universe and now upholds it, the One from whom every good thing comes. But there can be
only one centre and ruler, and this means that God cannot coexist with any rival and still be true to Himself. He does
not eradicate His enemies immediately owing to His plan to rescue humanity but, at the final judgement, He will
totally destroy them and so be clearly seen to be God.

His enemies include:

e Satan the cause of all rebi®n against God (Revelation 20:10). It is impossible for God to endure continually
someone whose main aim is to usurp His rightful authority.

e Those people who persist in rebelling against GadCorinthians 6:9.0, Revelation 20:15). Again, it is
impossible for God to tolerate indefinitely people who will not accept Him as God and whose attitudes and
behaviour deny Him and so are utterly offensive to Him. If God is to be God, then sin must come to an end, and
this means that those who insist on sinninghtoe destroyed (cf. Habakkuk 1:13).

e Death which the Bible calls the | ast enemy (1 Corin
destroyed then there will be no need for death, because those who are left will live for ever.

Final judgement and full salvation are inextricably linked
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Final judgement is an idea that many people find repulsive, but it is inseparably linked with salvation, so we cannot
have the one without the other. This conneftoi oGothés we e
people runs throughout the Bible, so, for example:

e Atthe exodus, God judges the Egyptians at the same time as He rescues Israel (Exodus 6:6, 13:14,15).

e The Ol d Testament prophets | ink Godds final sal vati on
fact quotes God as saying that Misath sustains Him as He works out Hialvation(lsaiah 63:5)!

¢ The message of salvation and judgement are taught in the same breath by Jesus (e.g. John 3:36).

e Il n Johnds visi on aweifiedHinalguogemdntuset alengsidéntiee mBst iiohderful description
of what God will one day do for those He has saved (Revelation-22:F).

There are two main links between salvation and final judgement:

1. Salvation requiresj udge ment on the e n e Bahat®on ivblvesGesdué dromptleeo p | e
consequences of the Fall, as we have seen, but this can only happen when those who caused the Fall and who
now continue to persecute Godds peopl e haiwédévinpieen dest
peace (e.g. Ezekiel 34:28B), but this cannot occur so long as our enemies are still at large. Salvation, therefore,
must involve the destruction of these enemies so that

2. Salvation isfrom judgement What Jesus accomplishes on the cross is a rescue from the final judgement (e.qg.

John 5:24). At the final judgement every human being deserves to be destroyed, because we have all rebelled
against God (Romans 3:2) and, as we have just seen, God has tvajethose who rebel against Him. But,
through Jesusd rescue, those who-48rne hingd Isav e etalsei rt o
enemies. They will not be condemned and destroyed (Romans 5:10). Scripture places even greater emphasis on

this salvation from the coming wrath of God than on our salvation from the present consequences of the Fall.

Jesus himself is the judge and the basis of judgement

The idea of final judgement for everyone is introduced in the Old Testament, but the Neweh¢séaohes us two
additional truths about it:
1. Jesus will be the judgé&Ve usually think of Jesus as our rescuer, but in the New Testament we learn that he is
also the judge (e.g. John 5:22-270 ) . Strikingly, John also refers to th
the final judgement (Revelation 6:15).
2. Judgement will be on the basis of whether or not a person has faith in Jesus has come to rescue us from
final judgement by dying in our place. But he does not force this salvation on amgtre, it is available to
those who, by the grace of God, accept it by putting their trust in him (Romang43:22
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STUDY 13
LUKE 15:1-16:15  THE LONG SEARCH!

THE STORY SO FAR

We are in the middle of a long section (extending from 9:51 to 19:27) which contains almost all of what
Luke records of Jesusd teaching. Probablagendda he n
he has focused almost exclusively on the subjeat®fmal life So far, he has dealt with three main
guestions:

1. How is eternal life obtained?This is the heart of what Jesus is teaching here, and he has said that:

e eternal life comes only through him (1298 and not by other means, such as religion (:537or
works (10:2142).

e our part is to ask God for it (1183), to follow Jesus (14:285) and to be solely concerned for
what Godos oelinion is (12: 4

2. What is eternal life? It is not primarily life in this world, which is transient (12:26), involves
conflicts (12:4953) and requires a willingness to give upmgtieing for Jesus (14:283). Instead it is
life in the world to come, which is where we are to set our hopes and desires34p:32

3. Who will obtain it? Many unexpected people (13:30, 1424, and many who think they will obtain
it will not.

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE
Jesusd teaching in this passage falls into two

1. In 15:1-32 Jesus is answering two questions left outstanding from the previous passage.

¢ He said in 14:184 that God would give His kingdom to many of the outcasts of so@&et they,
far more than the religious Jews, have rebelled against God. So why is God accepting them when,
as we have seen, He is rejecting many of the Pharisees and other religious leaders?

¢ In 14:2635 Jesus said that being a disciple (and so having eternal life) demands everything. But
earlier he said that eternal life is obtained by asking for it from God the good, heavenly Father.
How can both be true?

2. In 16:2-15 Jesus looks at the subject of money, and its relationship with God and eternity..

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

An Overview of the Passage
1. Subdivide the passage, and give each subsection a title.
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Focus on ... 15:1-32

I n the three parables of this section, the points
study the themes in the section, rather than working through the material sequentially.

2. What are the three parables in v&8 a picture of? Why do the first two parables refer to the sinner
who O6repentsé (vv7,10), even though neither the

3. In the parable in w124, what are the three things that the younger son thinks, does and says in

order to be accepted back by his father? What does this teach us about what we need to do if we are
to return to God?

What the younger son does here is a picture that
about the same idea in passages immediately surrounding this chapter (i.e. ili334 2% 115), so a
correct appreciation of what the son is doing is particularly useful.

4. a) In thesahree parables, what is the response of the shepherd/woman/father when they discover that
they have lost their sheep/coin/son? What are these responses a picture of? Why is this striking?

b) According to Chapter 15, what part does God play and what part do we play in our salvation? (See
More about ... Goddés s ov enpf6ifogandisgussiamotithishu man r espo
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Supplementary note: Does the end of 15:7 imply that there are some righteous people who do not need

to repent?

The end of 15:7 may appear to suggest that some people do not need to repent. Yet Jesus does not actugally say th

such people exist, and it would contradict the rest of Scripture if they did (e.g. Romans 3:23). There are fwo main

possibilities:

e that Jesus is speaking hypothetically, i.e. that the one repentant sinner causes more joy in heaven there ninety
righteousi assuming that such people could be found.

e that Jesus is using the word Or i gédrtaasesunoi@ joy thao miney al |
nine people who, like the Pharisees, think that they are righteous but are not.

5. a) What is the response of the shepherd/woman/father when they find what they have lost? What
does Jesus say this response is a picture of?

b) If this is the response in heaven, how should we respond when someone turns to God? But how
does the older son respond in w@%? Why does he respond in this way?

c) How is the older sonbés r esponthedeacherd othedahw t o
in vw1-2? How does this help to explain why Jesus tells these parables? (Séedhep95 for an
explanation of v31.)

Focus on ... 16:1-15

We need to work out what Jesus is saying in these challenging verses before we can apply them correctly
In the parable in vv-B | the 6émanager6é is the person respons
and belongings.

6. In 16:1-9, what does Jesus say is the main lesson of the parable? How is the managearabtae p
putting into practice the principle of v9?
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Supplementary note: Why is the dishonest manager commended in 16:8?

The fact that the dishonest manager is commended both by his master and, implicitly, by Jesus has calised some
confusion. However, the manager is not being praised for his dishonesty but purely for his shrewdness in|using his
present opportunities to help himself after his present situation ends. Using present opportunities for futufe gain is
the point of the parable, which is why stappropriate that he is commended, and nothing can be read into any of the
parabl ebds ot Tipe(#13)ongp5ddr Why we nuSt des careful not to read too much into details |of a
parable that have nothing to do with its main point.)

In 16:10-15 Jesus develops the lesson of the parable i¥9vvl

7. What is the principle Jesus is teachingin 16112 ? I n t he context of this p
richesé in v11? What is involved in being O6trust

8. What is the truth Jesus is teaching in v13? How does the parable of the lost son-i4lifiuktrate
this truth? What does 16:13 add to what Jesus has taught {42%:1

9. The description of the Pharisees as those who 0]l
subject of money in vw}45: what does v15b teach us about this issue? Does this surprise you?
Why? [Optionat How does this help us understand Jesus®o
More about ... Christianity and relighin Study 10, /5, for details.)]

10. What are the main points Jesus has made about money ii3BHow should this change the way
you view money? How should it change the way you use it?
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Tip on Bible study (#13): Interpreting parables

A parable is a form of teaching which involves telling listeners a striking story or illustration and letting them work

out the lesson themselves. Jesus uses parables extensively in his teaching, probably for two reasons:

To help his hearersccept some of his radical and controversial teaching which they might otherwise recojl from.
They are more likely to accept the truth of what he is saying if they can first see the truth of it in a story which
does not involve them (see 2 SamuellPifor a good example of this in practice).

To force his hearers to think about what he is saying, which will help them understand and digest wihat he is
teaching and also remember what he has said.

Drawing up rules for interpreting parables is complicated byebethat parables take a number of different forms.

But three principles generally apply:

1. Parables make only a few pointsThe shorter ones usually make only one point, but the longer ones may make

. The passage often gives us a clue aboutavlt t he p ar a Bdmetinss this dakes the fors of gn

two or three. So the parables in 1A@ have only one point, but the one in 153PLhas two (i.e. the nature pf
repentance and Godébés joy at a repentant sinner|cont
points that Jesus wants us to focus on.

explicit explanation which Jesus adds (e.g. 16:9 is the explanation e8)L&ut more often it is implicit fro
the context (e.g., in the parable in 153D , both the main points athe| r el
contrast between Godobés joy and the Phariseesé r umt
the nature of repentance is the subject of much of this major section).

3. We must be careful when we look at detaih the parable. Probably the most common problem in interprefing

parables is to read too much in. Much of the detail in parables is there simply to make the story vivid, and we are

not expected to try to draw | essons from it. Slo, w
have is yourso6 this does not mean that God is |[givi
parablebs main point(s) are more | i kel y ybumgercsonirt ai n

15:11-32); so our first priority in studying a parable must be to work out what its main thrust is.

Closing Headlines
11. what are the most important points Luke is making in this passage?

12. Which of these main points has most struck you? How will it change the way you live?
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CONCLUSION

Since 9:51, Lukebds focus has been on Jesusbd teachi
almost exclusively about eternal life, which says a lot about his priorities. Hisgoacern has been to

showhow it is obtained, and in this passage we see him returning to this. But Jesus does not teach by
making straightforward statements. Instead, he forces his hearers to think through what he is saying by
such means as parables. Here he has taught that:

e We are saved because, quite amazingly, God takes the initiative and lovingly searches for us
though we do not deserve it. But Godds sovereidg
mutually exclusive. On the contrary, both assential, so

e We need to go to God, ask Him for this salvation and throw ourselves on His merdyut we need
to put aside our rebellion to do this, because we cannot simultaneously return to God and rebel against
(i.e. leave) Hini as the parable of the prodigal son illustrates.

e Returning to God means we must no longer seek the things of this worl#/e cannot at the same
time love God and things like money, because God is concerned with the things of His new creation
and things like money are to do with tliédlen creation. Instead of seeking the things of this world,
we should use whatever we have of them for eternal ends, because only this matters in the long run.

The Pharisees® behaviour continues to demonstrate
saved, we see the Pharisees grumbling but God rejoicing. Also, the Pharisees want to have money and so

be highly thought of by other people, but are not concerned with what God thinks of them. If they are to

be saved (and 15:28 may indicate thah i s is stildl Jesusbd desire), t
fundamental problems, namely:

¢ their refusal to accept what God is doing when it does not suit them,
¢ their living for this world rather than the world to come.

MORE ABOUT ... GOD® SOVEREIGNTY AND HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY

Jesus teaches that God takes the initiative in looking for His lost people who need to be rescued-(€y. B3

he also teaches that human beings have the responsibility of repenting of their rebellion against God and of returning

to Him (e.g. 15:1424). We find it hard to grasp that both can be simultaneously true, but this is not a new idea that
Jesus is introducing. Both Godés sovereign control and
and we need to understand how each side has its part to play.

God sovereignly takes the initiative in rescuing people

Godds sovereignty means that He can act exactly as He v
What He has chosen to do is to rescue dmkindi at least some of it from its plight. We have no rights in this

matter and no claims on Hiih on the contrary, we are the rebels who deserve to be completely destroyed for
spurning our Creator and rightful King in the first place.

But the Bible says that God has planned, from before the beginning of the world, to rescue His people for something
far better than even the garden of Eden and to establish His Son Jesus as ruler over them (e.g. Epti€dians 1:3
The Bible itself is the account of howo@ is implementing that plan, in His own way, in His own time, for His own
chosen people, and for His own glory. The main elements of this plan are:

e God sovereignly called Abraham when he was an ordinary individual, and promised him that He, God, would
perform this rescue and that his, Abrahamds, descendar
e God rescued the nation of Israel when she was helplessly enslaved (e.g. Deuterono®ly Blé:Shen
sovereignly made a covenant with her (e.g. Deutergn@®). Israel disobeyed God and so forfeited His
bl essings, but she was a key part of the i mplementat
Himself (e.g. Romans 3:2).

e In particular, God chose David to be king over Isiaalthough he was a young and insignificant boy at the time
T and made great promises to him (2 SamuellBB

e He sent His own Son Jesus, as we are seeing in taikecomplish this rescue.

e He will send Jesus a second time to judge all the inhabitants of this creatioimgtdt ko an end, to create new

heavens and a new earth, and to be acknowledged by everyone as king (e.g. Luiss 17 Rdter 3:1-0.3).
So, the whole of the rescue of humankind, from beginnin
it and wil/ consummate it, as only He can. The fact t ha
is underemphasised today, and the focus of our interest has shifted to issues like how we should worship God in our
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meetings or what wehould be experiencing of His blessings here in this world. Of course these things have their
pl ace, but the Biblebs emphasis is on God and what H

Human beings are responsible for responding

It is just as well that God has decided to rescue us, because we are totally unable to save ourselves. We are incapab
of doing what is right (e.g. Romans 3:1Q), and even if we could, we deserve to be destroyed for our past
rebellion. But the fact that God is the Sovereign Ruler ofuhigerse and is working to complete His plan of
salvation does not mean that what we do is irrelevant. Throughout the Bible we are taught that the way people
respond to what God is doing is crucial, and we see this even where we most clearly see God sovereignly working
out his purposes. So, in the same areas in which we have just seen God working out His plan:

e Abraham is praised for believing God when <circumst
about (Genesis 15:6).

e |srael is repeatedlyondemned for her continuing rebellion (e.g. Numbers-35)1
e | srael is repeatedly commanded to repent an2D).live i
¢ King David is both praised for his faith and condemned for his sin (Acts 13:22, 2 Samuel 11:27).

e Jesus repeatedly calls his hearers to repent of their rebellion against God and have faith in Him instead (e.g. Luke
12:47, 13:3, 5).

Responding to God correctly is crucial because God is not going to rescue everyone. Only those whondltoesp

what He is doing with repentance and belief will be saved (e.g. Acts 3:19). But the key to responding correctly to
God is to grow in our understanding thé is sovereignly implementing His plafhen we will respond with the
repentance and belief that the Bible (and in particular, this part of Luke) commands: for example, by seeking to
benefit from His rescue plan (e.g. Luke 1332); by joyfully looking forward to the blessings that will come when

the plan is consummated (e.g. 1 Peter@l);Dy using what we have now for the sake of the new creation (e.g. Luke
16:1-1 3) ; and by loving, above everything el se, the one

How can we reconcile Goddéds sovereignty with

How can we have a part to play if God is sovereign and in control of everything? This question has caused problems
throughout the history of the church. But, however much we struggle to reconcile these two truths, we must accept
that both are taught in the Bible, often lretsame breath (as in Luke 15). Yiastrealise that God is in total control

and not minimise this great truth, otherwise we are in danger of no longer believingealtG®d and engaging in

idolatry! But, on the other hand, as we try to fit everything logically together, we must ensure that we do not evade
our own responsibilities.

One of the basic tenets of Christianity is that we can kaoly what God has revealed to us (about matters to do
with God, that is). He has told us what meedto know, butnot necessarily everything we woulle to know. So

we will not be able fully to reconcile these two truths in this world, but God has revealed enough for us to begin to
see how they might be reconciled. One possibility is that responding to God in faith and obedikeoeaik of

those whom God has chosen, so we show that God is sovereignly working in us by deciding to trust in Him.

This balance, between God being in absolute control of everything, on the one hand, and our needing to behave a:

though ve have responsibility for responding to Him, on the other, applies in every aspect of our Christian lives:

e |tis true of the beginning of our Christian lives We ar e saved by Godbés grace (
responsibility of turning to Him in repentance and faith (e.g. Acts 3:19).

e |t is true of our ongoing Christian livesGod keeps us safe by His-ptbwerful hand (e.g. John 10:28, Romans
8:28-39), but we must persevere to the end if we want to be saved (e.g. Mark13:13).

e |tis true of our Chistian service God enables us to serve Him, but we must work hard at it, often in the face of
hardship and discouragement (e.g. Ephesians 2:10, ColossiarZ91: 28 look up these wonderful passages on
how the balance works in practice).

So |l etds humbly accept that Godds sovereignty and hu

do not fully grasp how this can be so!
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STUDY 14
LUKE 16:16-18:8 BuTWHAT ABOUT ... ?

THE STORY SO FAR

In the section which began in 9:51, Lukeisfo s i n g taching ¥iduallg &l of this has centred

oneternal lifg particularly how to obtain it. So far we have seen that:

e Only Jesus can give eternal lif€12:8-9). Good works and religion cannot do this (16421 11:37
52).

o Eternal life is possible because God the Father has come searching for His lost pedp&3-24).

¢ We must, however, respond to God by repenting of our rebellion against Him (15:2%, 13:3,5),
asking Him for salvation (11:%3, 15:1721) and accepting His son whom He tsgi):16).

e But repenting and following Jesus demands everything including our own lives (14:2@7), our
closest relationships (14:26) and everything we possess (14:33).

e The eternal life that is on offer is primarily life in the world to come (12:323 4 ) and Jesu
disciples must live for the next world (12:32, 16:113).

e Many unexpected people will obtain eternal life while many of those who think that they will have
eternal life will be disappointedparticularly the Jewish leaders and establishr{ie3i414:24).

INTRODUCTION TO THIS PASSAGE

This passage contains some perplexing verses, and it is not always easy to see the connections between
all its different parts. But, as usual in Luke, closer examination shows a definite structure and links with
what he has been recording.

The best way to understand the passage is probably to see Jesus teaching about three distinct subjects
(al though the headings introduced by the NIVés edi

1. The place of the Old Testamentinthé i ght of Jesusd coming
2. What true faith involves.
3.1l ssues to do with Jesusod return

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY
An Overview of the Passage

1. Divide the passage into its main subdivisions and give each subdivision a title. (The nature of this
passage makes it quite tricky to do this well.)
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Focus on ... 16:16-17: 4 (the ©place of the Ol d Testar
coming)

Jesus introduces the subject of these verses in 16:16 (sBapgphkementarynote e | ow f or det a
Law and t he LParwodp haentds 66, Mo6stehse and t he Prophetso6é ar
Testament.

2. In 16:17, what does Jesus say about the Old Testament? What does Jesus mean by Whis@ (See
about ... the function of the Old Testamem{p103for a discussion of this.)

In v18 Jesus is probably using the subject of divorce to illustrate his views on the place of the Old
Testament; his teaching shows that he is affirming the strictest reading of the Old Testament.

3. In 16:1928, why is it mportant that we make sunewthat we have life in the world to come? From
w2931, how effective is the Old Testament in helping people see the need for eternal life?
[Optionat In the light of what we have been seeing (e.g. 124,516:1415), why does Jesus need
to make this point?]

In 17:1-4 Jesus looks at the subject of sin. The link with 28Il@nay be that one of the functions of the
Old Testament is to show how universal and serious sin is, and Jesus wants to deal with two points
arising from this.

4. In 17:1-3a, whom does Jesus warn especially? In what ways might you be doing what Jesus warns
against? Are there any practical stedffs you ne

Supplementary note: What is Jesus saying in 16:167?

In v16 Jesus introduces the subject of the Old Testament because his teaching about how eternal life i$ obtainec
might appear to contradict what God has previously said. Until John the Baptist, the Old Testament was all|that God
had revealed (v16a), butwithe comi ng of Jesus we know far Jesowwlo| abou
is now proclai med. This does not invalidate the| OId
kingdom by a meansther than strict obedience to the Old Testament commandments, and this is probahly why
Jesus refers to peiotps, iefach Was thecase gvén beftreJesus canzeyseeiely. Romans 4:1
3, 13. When he says that o6éeveryoned mesil éntertloeikinggomhi s
but rather that everyone who enters will do so bly th
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Supplementary note: Why is the rich man in hell and Lazarus in heaven (16:25)?

Jesus tells us very little, in fact, abauy the rich man and Lazarus end up where they do, because this is pot the

point of the parable. It cannot be simply for being rich or poor, because this would contradict other par{s of the
Bible, and these verses do not state that this is the case. Rather v25 is probably meantsobpginto 16:9, 13,
which explain the role of money in determining who gets into heaven.

Supplementary note: What is Jesus saying about faith in 17:6?

The point of this verse is that the quantity of faith does not matter. The issue isashait faith we have. The
smallest amount of true faith will accomplish the impossible. Jesus is not suggesting that those with true faith will
literally uproot trees. On the contrary, this sort of thing is precisely what true faithndbask, as the next feyw
veres make clear, because true faith focuses on God rather than what we want. But twidl fitomplish oul
salvation, which i s nandimpondniyt Haamr mowien @ itmrpeoess itbdfte dal so

Focus on ... 17:5-19 (the nature of true faith)

JesusO short answer t o t hequaatiyofdaith iznetGhe paue (seethen 1 n
Supplementary notabove for details). But haviriguefaith is the issue, so Jesus goes on to look at what
this involves.

5. What doesvv7-10 teach us about how we should be responding to God? So what does it teach us
about the nature of true faith?

6. How do all ten |l epers display faith? However,
commends (v19). What does this teach us about the nature of true faith (N.B. it teaches us at least
two things)?

Focuson..17:20-18: 8 (i ssues to do with Jesusd return

In 17:20b21 Jesus answers the Pharisees by saying that the kingdom of Galidzalycome and is

amongthem (the NI s mar gi n t r an sil sed theSupplementarp motef plOlafdy | e

det ail s) . The Phari sees n efiestdconing bebaase they dvid not accept h i n k
him as Goddés appointed khavgpaccBpt efdohi ines G 681 K¢ inj
in glory when Jesuseturns so Jesus looks at several truths they need to understand about his return.

7. a)lIn 17:222 5 , how wi || Jesusd disciples feel whil e t
days of the Son of Mané6é)? What temptation wil/ F
seldom feel the way Jesus says his disciples will?

100



Luke 16:1618:8

Supplementary note: What is Jesus saying about the kingdom of God in 17:20-217?

I n order to understand Jesusd6é answer in these verses
will come is being asked by the Pharisees, who dre J
comein the way they expect iThose, like the Ph@iees, who have rejected Jejsus \
its glory. But Godés kingdom has, in fact, alrelady
and this is what Jesus is referring to in the | 3dst c
6amongd (as in the NIV margin and RSV), and the cor
kingdomcannotbe within the unbelieving Pharisees whom Jesus is addressing.

b) But what does Jesuaysmust happen before he comes in glory? Why does he mention this here?

8. a) In 17:2630, what point is Jesus making with his references to people eating, drinking, buying,
marrying, etc.? What | essons does this have f

b) What point is Jesus making in 17:32 (see Genesis 19219 t o under st and d&éLoc
does Jesus mean by O6no one . .. should go bac!
6going back6?

17:34-35 is saying that when Jesteturns onlysomeindividuals will be saved.

9. a) What is the main point of the parable in 182LFrom what we have seen previously in Luke,
when will God bring about justice for His people? (3¢er e about Co Godos
Study 12, B9.) So what is Jesus, in fact, telling his disciples to pray for persistently? How does this
understanding of what we are to pray for fit in with what Jesus has been teaching i877:22

Supplementary note: What does 17:37 mean?
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How can Jesussaytha God wi ll answer the prayers of His
not done so? The answer seems to be that he is saying that God will nouiedenessarily We know from

elsewhere in the Bible that the reason that there is any delay at all is that God is giving people the oppg
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b) How should 18:B affect what you pray for and how you pray for it?

Closing Headlines
10. What are the points Jesus most wants to get across to his hearers?

11. Which of these has most challenged you, and how will it affect your life?

Tip on Bible study (#14): Applying the Bible (2)

The aim of studying the Bible is to change both our minds and our lives. Tisisstaut with understanding th
passage but it must not stop there (Bige(#8), p.60). However, most of us find that applying the Bible is not e
One of the reasons for this is that it requires prayerful thougittich takes time. There is no short cut if we w
Godds word to have its full effect. Three sugges

e Take the application questions in these studies seriousllf is always possible to produce a quick answer,
this reduces the value of studying tBible. These questions are trying to help us to get to grips with ho
passage applies to us, but they will only do this if we think and pray through our answers.

Begin your personal study of the passage well before the group discussi@ne of the main reasons most
us do not think through applying the Bible is that we run out of time. This is why it is a good idea to s
personal study early in the week before, perhaps doing a few questions every day in our daily time with (

Spend some timeon your own after the study thinking through how the passage should affect yo
personally. Doing this after the group discussion can be helpful, because by that time you will have
benefit of other peoplebds insights and thus a
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CONCLUSION

This passage may be viewed as a tidyipgof loose ends which arise out of what Jesus has taught about
eternal life. There are three issues that Jesus is dealing with:

1. The Old Testament message has been superseded by the nabssaidglee kingdom of God (i.e. Jesus
himself).Butt he Ol d Testament is Godoés word and wil/l

e |t does not give people the means of salvati
be abolished but must be obeyed or the penalty for disobedience paid.

¢ |t teaches people the need to take eternity seridusiyfact, there is no more effective means of
doing this..

¢ Its condemnation of sin remains valid, so Jesus warns his disciples very solemnly not to lead other
people intcsin. But we must forgive those who sin against us.

2. The quantity of faith does not matter, but we neede faith, which is different from what we may
imagine:
e It is not about expecting God to do things for us, even when we have been doing what pleases Him.
Rather, it is about understanding and accepting our place before God. We are His servants!

e It is about thanking and praising God for what He has done.

3.Jesus himself is Godds ki ng, -oseawhotrdjeets hkm willgek then o f
kingdom in any other fornButthere is far more to the kingdom than what we see now, and Jesus will
return in glory to bring the rescue to final fulfilment for his followers. His return has several
implications for our livesiow.

e His disciples will long for his return.

e But they must not be deceived by rumours of
obvious.

¢ Normal life will continue until he returns, i.e. there will be no signs to show that it is imminent.

e But it is vital, when he returns, thhais disciples do not look back longingly at this world which is
destined for destruction (for that would indicate that they are not really his, but rather that they
belong to this world).

¢ At his return only some will be saved, and those who are saved will not then be able to help others.
¢ While we wait we should be praying earnestly for his return, and God will not delay unnecessarily.

MORE ABOUT ... THE FUNCTION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

Throughout Luke we have seen that the Old Testament is vital for undingtavho Jesus is and what he has come
to do. But we have also learnt that the religion that the Jews built on it is not the means of obtaining eternal life. We

need to examine the Old Testamentds function more cl
to learn from it and how the Jews should have understood it.

The Ol d Testamentds function is to help us
The Bible is Godés revelation of His plan to rTdescue
New Testament tells us about God sending His Son Jesus to accomplish the rescue and draws out the implications c
this. But this is only thelimaxof Godés pl an. Godds plan to rescue Hi

before He created us (Ephesians 1:4), and He revealed some elements of that plan thousands of years before Jes
was born. The Old Testament is the record of what God revealed before Jesus came,@od is [ireparing the

way for JesusSo the New Testament does not contraditat God has revealed in the Old Testament, but, on the
contrary, itassumes, continuesdbuildsonit.

It will help us to see how the whole Old Testament points to Jesus if we set down its main teachings:
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It teaches us about humankind and its sinfulness

Humankind was created by God in His own image (Genesis 1:27), but we rebelled against God and are now cursed.
This rebellion began at the Fall (Genesis 3), but it did not stop there. As the Old Testament develops we see that
everyonehas sinned, evegreat men of God like King David (2 Samuel 11), and the nation of Israel, despite all her
privileges, sinned terribly. In fact, one of the main purposes of the Old Testament law is to show everyone that they
have sinned (Galatians 3:22). So the scene is set for the coming of Jesus as we see how humankind is totally
incapable of dealing with sin on its own.

It teaches us about God, His holiness, and His forthcoming judgement on human rebellion

It is primarily in the Old Testament that God has revealed Weais like. He is portrayed as the One who created

the whole universe, who is the only true God and who cannot tolerate rebellion against Himself, because He alone is
God and worthy to be worshipped (e.g. Isaiah 4@1244:623). So all rebellion will be completely destroyed, and

this, together with the previous point about wuniversal
desperate. Again, therefore, we see the Old Testament setting the scene for the coming of Jesus.

Itteachesusabout Goddés promises to save humankind

From the very beginning, however, God has taken the initiative to rescue humankind from the dual problem of the
Fall and the final judgement. He began in the Old Testament by making promises, particularly to Abraham (e.g.
Genesis 12:7), to David (2 Samuel 7:86) and through the prophets (e.g. Ezekiel 3&@8)% The making of these

promises does not occupy many verses, but they shape much of the Old Testament as we see God revealing more
about how they will be fulfilld. Jesus comes as the one through whom God will fulfil all His promises.

It teaches us that something more than the nation of Israel is needed

Initially it appears that Godds promises wildl be ful fi
however, it becomes clear that this is not the case. I n
in this world (e.g. Isaiah 11:8). Secondly, Israel persists in rebelling against God, and so His covenant with her

results in judgment rather than blessing (Deuteronomy 2282 28:1568). So, as the New Testament dawns, we

are waiting for God to inaugurate His new creation, and to deal with the intractable probleni ahdidesus has

come to do just these things.

It teaches us about how God will rescue us

As well as showing us our need to be rescued and what we will be rescued for, the Old Testament teaches us a lot
abouthow God will accomplish this rescue when He acts. In particular, it must involve a sacrifice to take away our

sin (Hebrews 9:22), and will come through a king through whom God will exercise His rule (e.g. Isafghe:6

suffering servant who will be the sacrifice for sin (Isaiah 5513 : 1 2) , and a conqueror who
enemies (Isaiah 59:180). So we enter the New Testament looking for these pé&autel discover that they are all,

in fact, one and the same person.

How should the Jews have responded to the Old Testament?

Jesusb6 coming does not <change t hesitOreallfunttienrsmuehroleanet. So but , I
we can now see that almost all of the Old Testament is devoted to preparing the way for him. This is why, in Luke
16:1617, Jesus can say that our message is now different but that the Old Testament remains absolutely valid.

But the Jews were wrong to develop a religion based upo
hasneverbeen to give people the impression that they could please God if only they would try hard enough to keep

His commandments. Tvkee hundred years of almost continuous failure should have taught the Jews the futility of

trying to do this. Instead, even in the Old Testament it is made cledaithas the way to please God. For example,

Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, was considered righteous by God becaudaithf his the Bible points

out (Genesis 15:6, Galatians 3:6). All the godly people in the Old Testament realised this and responded to God with

faith, as Hebrews 11 makes clear, so the Jews had no excusdirfigrttasee it. It is true that wiewith the benefit

of the New Testamerit can see more clearly what the object of our faith is, but the Old Testament gives quite
enough information for its readers to respond correctly

We too, today, mu st respond to the Ol d Testament with
praising God for those elements of it that we have seen fulfilled in Jesus, and trusting Hamddiooking forward
to1 those parts that willdfulfilled only when Jesus returns.
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